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Railway Engineering Exports 


ECENT statements both in the House of Commons and in 
the daily Press have been critical of the maintenance of a 
flow of railway engineering exports at a time when the home 
railways are short of locomotives and other rolling stock. It 
has been suggested that goods of this kind, intended for export, 
should be diverted to the home market. These arguments 
overlook two fundamental features which to some extent are 
peculiar to the railway export business. In the first place, 
those who talk so glibly of diverting, for example, locomotives 
intended for an overseas railway to one of the four main- 
line railway companies, to make good shortage of motive 
power, perhaps are unaware of the considerable dissimilarities 
which exist between export locomotives and home railway 
locomotives. No home railway would thank British private 
builders for a supply of metre-gauge, 3-ft. 6-in.-gauge, or 
broad-gauge locomotives, and even if it happened that a 
number of standard-gauge locomotives could be made avail- 
able from export programmes, it by no means follows that 
they would be suitable for British traffic conditions. Much 
of the prestige which the British locomotive manufacturing 
industry enjoys in world markets is the result of the long 
experience it has had of the specific requirements of railways in 
many parts of the world, and the manner in which it makes 
provision in its products to meet individual needs. 


* * * * 


The Importance of Service 


The second point which is disregarded is the fundamental 
basis on which this trade has been developed. To suppose that 
railway engineering exports could be cut off suddenly to meet 
home needs, and then resumed when it suited the home 
market, is to indulge in a fallacy which is only too apparent 
to those who are engaged in this highly competitive form of 
business. British pre-eminence in the supply of railway 
materials has been secured, and is maintained, only by inde- 
fatigable service to the consumers and by unremitting study 
of their requirements. There are very close associations be- 
tween the home suppliers and railway administrations over- 
seas, and every effort is made to afford export customers a 
service which aims always at maintaining that contact, en- 
couraging good relations, and securing the optimum usage 
and maximum economy in the products supplied. Particularly 
at the present time, when the most strenuous efforts are being 
made by the industry to cope with accumulated demands, any 
rupture in those good relations might well be fatal. Many 
overseas countries are known to be contemplating the manu- 
facture of railway equipment, and it is no secret that such 
large industrial nations as the United States would welcome 
the opportunity of entering markets which, so far, have been 
enjoyed by Great Britain. If we were to abandon overseas 
markets, their recapture at a later stage would be an operation 
which might well daunt the most optimistic. 


* « 


Gauge & Tool Advisory Council 


On November 28, the Minister of Supply announced in the 
House of Commons that a Gauge & Tool Advisory Council 
had been formed to provide a means of regular consultation 
between the Government and the industry on measures for 
promoting the maximum contribution to security, industrial 
efficiency, and export. The Chairman is Mr. S. F. Steward, 
who is also Chairman of the Machine Tools Advisory Council. 
In addition, there are twelve members, nine drawn from the 
gauge and tool industry, two representing the trade unions, 
and one an independent industrialist. This last is Mr. B. C. 
Westall, who is Chairman & Managing Director of Thomas 
De La Rue & Co. Ltd. The members drawn from the 
industry are Messrs. R. A. Balfour (Arthur Balfour & Co. 
Ltd.), A. Bell, A. Dormer (Sheffield Twist Drill & Steel Co. 
Ltd.), 


F. W. Halliwell (Arnott & Harrison Limited), 
S. J. Harley (Coventry Gauge & Tool Co. Ltd), 
H. S. Holden (Brooke Tool Manufacturing Co. Ltd.), 


A. E. Morrison (Moore & Wright (Sheffield) Limited), S. W. 
Rawson (Thomas Firth & John Brown Limited), and Major- 
General E. P. Readman (English Steel Corporation Limited). 
The two trade union members are Messrs. H. N. Harrison 
(National Industrial Officer of the National Union of General 
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and Municipal Workers) and V. E. Wymans (Regional Officer 
of the Amalgamated Engineering Union) The Government 
Departments principally concerned also will be represented. 


~ * * * 


Overseas Railway Traffics 


Apart from a decline of ps. 14,000 in Buenos Ayres Western 
receipts for the week ended November 16, the four :nain 
British-owned railways in Argentina have improved upon the 
results of last year throughout the fortnight under review. 
The Buenos Ayres Western, also, shows a net gain of ps. 55,000 
in the two weeks, for the setback was only temporary. There 
was a recovery from a preceding series of decreases extend- 
ing over three weeks in Entre Rios traffics for the week ended 
November 16. The two weeks under review gave this com- 
pany a gain of ps. 113,000 over the previous year, compared 
with a loss of ps. 125,600 in the preceding fortnight. A strike 
broke out on the Central Uruguay Railway on November 21, 
and later spread to all departments. Receipts of the company 
for the week ended November 23 showed a decrease of 
£1,848. Some traffic results are compared in the table below: 

No.of Weekly Inc.or Aggregate Inc.or 


week traffics dec. traffics dec. 
Buenos Ayres & Pacific* = 21 2,375 + 25 46,639 +3,949 
Buenos Ayres Great Southern* 21 3,668 296 68,053 +3,915 
Buenos Ayres Western* axe 21 1,392 + 69 25,379 1,347 
Central Argentine* ... ioe 21 3,324 4 af 65,639 ined 
£ £ 
Canadian Pacific ian 46 1,512,000 + 33,250 64,984,750 —5,799,750 


* Traffic returns in thousands of pesos 
Canadian Pacific increases were maintained during the fort- 
night ended November 21, in which a total gain of £157,000 
was recorded. 


* * * * 


The London Regional Planning Report 


The Advisory Committee for London Regional Planning, 
which, under the chairmanship of Mr. Clement Davies, K.C., 
M.P., was convened at a conference held in October, 1945, 
attended by representatives of the joint planning committees 
and county councils in the area of the Greater London Plan, 
has issued its report to the Minister of Town & Country 
Planning. This plan was the subject of a leading article in our 
December 29, 1944, issue. In general, the railway proposals 
of the plan are approved, although it is recommended that 
Bedford and Witham be substituted for Linton and Chelms- 
ford as changeover points from steam to electric haulage. An 
extension of electric traction from Hitchin to Baldock is 
recommended also. It is felt that consideration should be given 
to an extension of the proposed * North Orbital’ Watford- 
Chelmsford line to Laindon to serve the intended satellite at 
Laindon-Pitsea, and to the construction of new railways 
between Chingford, Walthamstow. and London, and from 
Waltham Abbey south-westwards into North London. Support 
is given also to suggestions for improving and _ increasing 
stations in the Barking district and for improving railway 
facilities at Ongar, the site of a proposed satellite town. 


* . Kk * 


Labour Trouble at Swindon, G.W.R. 

Some weeks ago the G.W.R. received an application from 
the issuers and storesmen employed in the Stores Department 
at Swindon for payment to be made in future on a piecework 
basis instead of at day rates. It has not been felt in the past 
that the issuing of stores was a task to which the principle 
of the payment at piecework prices readily could be applied, 
but without giving the company sufficient time to consider the 
far-reaching implications involved, a section of the men thought 
delay had occurred in reaching a decision, and on November 28 
about 100 men in the Locomotive Stores discontinued work, 
although they remained on the premises. Subsequently, the 
majority of men in the carriage, wagon, and general stores 
followed their example and joined the “sit down” strike. 
The N.U.R. efforts to persuade the men to resume working 
so that negotiations might proceed in the normal manner, had 
been unsuccessful up to December 3, and some men in the 
company’s works already have been rendered idle. If the 
strike lasts a further few days, practically the whole of the 
company’s locomotive, carriage, and wagon works will be 
brought to a standstill. 
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The First Post-War London Transport ‘“* New Works” 

The formal opening on Tuesday last by the Minister of 
Transport of the 44 miles of the Central Line tube extension 
from Liverpool Street to Stratford marked the first post-\wa; 
completion of the many new works involved in the scheme 
for improving London’s transport estimated in 1939 to involve 
some £45,000,000. Most of the railway civil enginee: 
works this envisaged were well advanced when war broke 
out, and openings of sections continued until May, 194}, 
io what extent the programme will be effected in its entir 
is not yet decided, but the important railway works are w 
on the way to completion. The line opened this week is 1 
first section of the North-East London Scheme that con 
prises 94 miles of new double line (84+ of which is in tunne!) 
and the electrification of 224 miles of L.N.E.R. surface lin 
for London Transport operation. Incidentally, the section ju 
opened includes the 1-7 miles of tunnel between Mile End and 
Stratford, which is the greatest between any two stations « 
the L.P.T.B. tube sections; the next are the 1°43 miles between 
Manor House and Turnpike Lane, and the 1°32 miles betwee 
Golders Green and Hampstead. 


* * + 4 


A Remarkable Railway Renaissance 

A railway happening of a remarkable description is bein: 
witnessed today in the United States in the rehabilitation o! 
what is known generally as the “Monon.” This 545-mile 
railway, Officially the Chicago, Indianapolis & Louisville 
derives its nickname from Monon, the town at which Indian- 
apolis and Louisville main lines fork. The line had been 
falling on bad days, and its passenger train service had been 
withdrawn almost completely, when the present President, M1 
John Barriger, took over in the early part of 1946. Although 
the “ Monon” was valued by the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission at no more than $25 million, it is proposed to spend 
in equal amount in a complete transformation, reducing main- 
line gradients to 1 in 200 and curves to not less than one 
mile radius, laying heavier rail, and installing C.T.C. and 
mechanised marshalling yards. The aim is to make possible 
100 m.p.h. speeds for passenger trains and 70 m.p.h. for freight 


* * * * 


Production for Export 

A marked tendency to face hard facts was noticeable at the 
recent Federation of British Industries conference. In his 
speech at the opening session, Sir Stafford Cripps, rather than 
dwelling on the achievements of the past, laid stress on the 
difficulties yet to be faced, largely due to the fact that at 
the moment half our imports come from the United States 
and Canada, whereas only 14 per cent. of our exports go to 
those countries. Sir Clive Baillieu urged the Government 
constantly to bear in mind its responsibility for creating the 
right atmosphere to enable industry to accomplish its national 
task. How industry generally is facing up to its difficulties 
in the face of shortage of labour and materials was shown 
clearly in the papers read at the conference. While industry 
realises that the present exceptional world demand for goods 
cannot last for ever, and that steps must be taken to prepare 
for contingencies in the future, before embarking on expensive 
schemes involving new developments and increased production. 
the manufacturer must have reasonable conditions in which 
to work, and the hindrances which slow down expansion must 
be removed. Plans for the future development of the engi- 
neering industry in particular cannot be made finally when 
doubt exists as to its future status. 


+ * * * 


Exports and the Engineering Industry 

Although the overall export target which the Government 
has set is 75 per cent. in volume over pre-war, coal is likely 
to make little or no contribution to the effort and cotton 
textiles may fall short of the figures for some time. This 
means that other industries—and especially the engineering in- 
dustry which has always been a substantial exporter of its 
products—will have to shoulder a proportionately heavier 
burden. This point was brought out by Lt.-Colonel H. B. 
Riggall in a paper to the F.B.I. conference, which is dealt 
with elsewhere in this issue. His paper covered, also, the 
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achievements of British engineering in the export field since 
the end of the war, and ways in which exporters can acquaint 
themselves of the special requirements of post-war overseas 
markets. The development of local industries abroad may tend 
to diminish our share of the export trade or. alter its com- 
position, and in the opinion of the author it is for this country 
to encourage such development by providing technical know- 
ledge and manufacturing technique, while our industrialists 
press on with the manufacture of the higher-grade products 
in which our technical skill can be used to the greatest 
advantage. In fact, our policy should be to design and pro- 
duce the more specialised machinery which cannot be manu- 
factured satisfactorily with inferior supervision or materials. 


* * * * 


The Transport Bill 


HE Government’s proposals for bringing the country’s 
inland transport services under public ownership were 
made known on November 28, when the text of the Transport 
Bill was issued. A comprehensive summary appears on page 
634 of this issue. The central feature of the Bill is the proposal 
to establish a British Transport Commission with general 
powers to carry goods and passengers by rail, road, and 
inland waterways, and to provide port facilities within Great 
Britain. The Commission will also be empowered to carry 
on any other activities previously carried on by the various 
transport authorities to be acquired. 

The proposals will bring under public ownership the four 
main-line railway companies and 56 other railway undertak- 
ings wit over 52,000 miles of single track; 1,640 miles of 
canals; 585,152 requisitioned privately-owned wagons, and all 
read haulage undertakings which in 1946 were predominantly 
engaged in ordinary long-distance carriage for hire or reward 
under “A” or “B” licences for distances of 40 
miles or upwards. 

Ordinary furniture 


carriers’ 


removals, the carriage of liquids in 
bulk in tanks, meat, livestock, or heavy indivisible loads, 
however, will be exempt. With the exception of the 
exempted traffics, it is to be a condition of every “A” and 
*B” carriers’ licence after an appointed day that goods shall 
not be carried for hire or reward beyond 25 miles without 
permission from the Commission. Where goods not 
carried for hire or reward, it is to be a condition of every 
*B” and “C” carriers’ licence that goods are not to be 
carried more than 40 miles without a permit from the 
Licensing Authority, which will have regard to the effect on 
the applicant’s business and to the extent to which it is neces- 
sary for him to use his own vehicles for connecting two or 
more sets of premises. 


are 


The Commission may also prepare schemes for the co- 
ordination of road and rail passenger services, and for the 


provision of adequate road passenger services, and may order 
the transfer to itself or another body of a road passenger 
transport undertaking. The Commission will be required to 
keep under continuous review the harbours, other than dock- 
yards and ports normally used only by small craft, with a 
view to deciding whether it shall similar powers 
with regard to a harbour or group of harbours. 

To assist the Commission, five bodies are to be appointed, 
styled the Railway Executive, the Docks & Inland Waterways 
Executive, the Road Transport Executive, the London Passen- 
ger Transport Executive, and, at a later date, the Hotels Execu- 
tive. There is also to be a Central Transport Consultative 
Committee, and, for such areas as the Minister may direct, 
Transport Users’ Consultative Committees to consider matters 
affecting the services and facilities provided by the Commis- 
sion. Scotland and Wales will have separate committees. 
Coastal shipping interests are not affected, except that close 
liaison is to be established with the Commission by means 
of a Coastal Shipping Advisory Committee. 

Compensation for railway and canal undertakings will be 
based on the average market values of securities at certain 
dates and will be paid in British Transport Stock issued by 
the Commission of a value equal, in the opinion of the Trea- 
sury, on the date of issue, to the compensation payable. 

Compensation for road vehicles will be related to the 
cost of replacing the vehicles at the date of transfer by a 
new vehicle. Compensation for requisitioned privately-owned 
wagons will be related to the original cost or estimated cost 


exercise 
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of similar vehicles in August, 1939; and compensation for 
road haulage undertakings acquired will be paid for the net 
values of the assets, plus, in cases where total or partial 
cessation of business is caused, sums not less than twice or 
more than five times the average net annual profit. 

The general duty of the Commision is to provide, secure, 
or promote the provision of an adequate, economical, and 
properly integrated system of public inland transport and 
port facilities within Great Britain, and to extend and im- 
prove that system. It is required to conduct its undertaking 
so that the revenue is not less than sufficient for meeting 
charges properly chargeable to revenue taking one year with 
another. They are also required to create a general reserve 
to prevent frequent fluctuation in their charges. 

So far as the level of charges is concerned, the Railway 
Rates Tribunal is to be renamed the Transport Tribunal 
and is to acquire the jurisdiction over transport matters still 
exercised by the Railway & Canal Commission. For an 
interim pericd, however, the Minister will be empowered to 
make orders in relation to charges similarly to the powers 
he now possesses under the Defence Regulations. 

Provision is made for the continuance or creation of nego- 
tiating machinery for settling the terms and conditions of 
employment of staff, including safety, health, and welfare, 
and for the protection of superannuation and pension rights. 
The Commission will be required to pay compensation to 
officers or servants who suffer loss of employment or diminu- 
tion of pensions or emoluments or pension rights by reason 
of the transfer, but different treatment may be extended to 
different classes of pensions and transfers. 

It is estimated that the value of the stock to be issued for 
the acquisition of the raitway and canal undertakings and 
the London Passenger Transport Board will be £1,065 million, 
but no estimate can yet be formed of the compensation pay- 
able in respect of other undertakings and assets. The opera- 
tion of public transport services by railway, motor vehicles, 
canals, and in connection with ports is estimated to absorb 
about 6 per cent. of the total working population. 


* * * + 


Transport Bill Criticisms 


ies task laid on the British Transport Commission of 

providing an efficient, adequate, economical, and pro- 
perly integrated system of transport in Great Britain is a 
most onerous duty, and one which, if not properly executed, 
may have the most serious repercussions on our national life. 
It is somewhat remarkable, therefore, that the Bill is com- 
pletely silent as to the method or lines on which the Com- 
mission is to set out on its brave task. 

All that can be gleaned from the Bill is that the Com- 
mission will act on lines laid down by the Minister of Trans- 
port, whose decision, apparently, will be final. The Govern- 
ment has stated that the co-ordination of transport is essen- 
tial for efficient service, and can be secured only by public 
ownership, but the present lengthy Bill, dealing with such a 
wide variety of matters, some comparatively trivial, does not 
attempt to explain how the present proposals will achieve 
this desired end. 

No suggestion is made as to how the various executive 
bodies will effect liaison for the purpose of integrating their 
services. True, there is to be a Central Transport Consulia- 
tive Committee, which, possibly, may be used in this connec- 
tion, but this appears to be a survival of the Central Trans- 
port Committee formed during the war, a noticeable feature 
of which was that it was rarely attended by less than 25 to 
35 representatives of the various Ministries. 

There is also no indication as to whether the present four 
main-line railway companies, which those who manage them 
regard as the largest units which can be satisfactorily man- 
aged, will continue largely as at present, or whether they 
will be merged into one gigantic system which no Board could 
operate satisfactorily. 

The Bill provides a most uncertain outlook for transport 
users. as there will be very little freedom for any person, 
and even the “C” licence holder will be very closely circum- 
scribed to prevent him impinging on the rights of the Com- 
mission. Trade and industry will be confronted with a vast 
monopoly, without freedom to use alternative methods of 
transport when they desire, and there is not the slightest 
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guarantee that the transport user will receive better, or even 
as good, facilities as he receives today. 

So far as rates and charges are concerned, it is true there 
is to be a Transport Tribunal, but it is significant that after 
the date of the vesting, notwithstanding any statutory or 
other provision, the Minister may by regulation authorise 
an increase of charges. Further, it will not amuse our basic 
industries to read in Section 87(2) that the Commission may 
at any time increase any exceptional rate up to 60 per cent. 
of the standard without complying with the procedure set out 
in the Railways Act, 1921. 

The Bill provides that the Commission shall so conduct its 
undertakings and levy such rates and charges as will secure 
that the revenue of the Commission is not less than sufficient 
for making provision for the meeting of charges properly 
chargeable to revenue “taking one year with another.” The 
last vital phrase is not defined, and the Minister, presumably, 
will be at liberty to interpret it as he wishes. 

Although Clause 97 directs the Commission to provide for 
such matters as the redemption of capital, no reference is 
made in the Bill to the necessity for earning interest on the 
capital used to purchase the vested undertakings and assets 
and subsequent capital expenditure. If this factor is not to 
be taken into account, the taxpayers generally, presumably, 
will have to shoulder the burden. 

The Bill proposes that the annual review of railway opera- 
tions by the Rates Tribunal shall be discontinued, but there is 
no provision for any impartial authority to be satisfied that 
the various branches of the vested undertakings are being 
operated with efficiency or economy, and no machinery is 
proposed for this purpose. 

So far as the staff is concerned, although the provision 
that no pension rights are to be worsened is satisfactory, 
there is no obligation on the Commission to take over all the 
existing officers and staff of the railways. Any who suffer 
loss of employment, or loss of emoluments or pension rights 
by reason of the transfer, will be paid compensation, but only 
to the extent prescribed by the Minister. Further, the 
Minister is empowered to make different regulations in regard 
to different classes of persons and different classes of transfers, 
and although there will be a right of appeal on conditions 
to a referee of the Minister of Labour, this will be allowed 
only on conditions prescribed by the Minister, and, presum- 
ably, will be only in regard to the interpretation of his regu- 
lations. 

From the point of continuing the day-to-day management of 
the railways between the passing of the Act and January 1, 
1948, assuming that the date is not altered, the direction that 
they must obtain the Minister’s consent in writing before 
entering into contracts of more than one year’s duration, or 
undertake any new works costing more than £50,000, will 
slow up procedure considerably if the phrase “new works” 
is intended to cover maintenance and renewal work. Further, 
assuming the transfer is to take place on the date stated, a 
tremendous amount of work will have to be accomplished in 
the few months after the passage of the Bill in preparing for 
the merger and at the same time the operation of the units 
as one entity. 

Ii is most disturbing, to say the least, that trained trans- 
port staff, many of whom have spent the best part of their 
lives in the service of railway or road companies, should in 
future be controlled, in effect, by the activities of Civil Ser- 
vants, with no practical experience of the matters on which 
they will exercise jurisdiction. 

Finally, we imagine that very considerable criticism will be 
aroused by the varying methods of compensation propounded 
under the Bill. The railway stockholders are to receive 
reduced capital based on Stock Exchange quotations and 
greatly reduced income. Road hauliers will be paid the 
replacement cost of their vehicles reduced by depre- 
ciation. 

For total or partial cessation of business caused by the acqui- 
sition of their vehicles, road haulage firms will be paid not 
less than twice and not more than five times their average 
annual net revenue. Private wagon owners will receive the 
original cost of their wagons less depreciation, and local 
authorities will receive capital redemption and their present 
rate of interest. Thus, the Minister proposes to adopt the form 
of compensation which will suit him best in each case, and, 
presumably, represent the lowest payment possible. 
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Ministry of Transport Aggrandisement Bill ! 


Ni —petgpee the Transport Bill is officialy described as a 

Bill to provide for the establishment of a British Trans- 
port Commission, a study of its provisions shows clearly that 
it might as well have been styled “A Bill for the Aggran- 
disement of the Ministry of Transport.” Although its central 
provision is the establishment of a British Transport Com- 
mission assisted by five Executives, to secure the provision of 
an efficient and properly integrated system of public inland 
transport, and a Central Transport Consultative Committee 
and Transport Users’ Consultative Committees, it is not unfai: 
to describe these bodies as mere facades, for the members wii! 
all be appointed by the Minister of Transport and thei 
activities will be largely, if not entirely, controlled by him. 
Lest this statement be regarded as mere hyperbole, consider 
the following functions of the Minister of Transport as 
defined in the Bill. 

It is proposed that he shall appoint the members of the 
British Transport Commission and he may give them direc- 
tions of a general character as to the exercise and perform 
ance of their functions in relation to matters which appear 
to him to affect the national interest (what matters do not?) 
and they must comply with his directions. When framing 
programmes of re-organisation or development involving sub- 
stantial outlay on capital account, the Commission must act 
on lines defined by the Minister. It must not acquire by 
agreement any part of other inland transport organisations 
lend money, or give guarantees in favour of any person with- 
out the Minister’s assent. The Minister may direct it to dis- 
continue any of its activities or dispose of any part of its 
undertaking. The Commission’s annual report to the Minister, 
which is to be published, is to omit any reference to any 
directions given it by the Minister if he advises it that it 
should be omitted in the national interest. 

Then, the five executive bodies are to be appointed by the 
Minister, and he may vary their numbers and names when he 
thinks fit. They are to be allowed to exercise only such 
functions of the Commission as are approved by the Minister. 
The Central Transport Consultative Committee and the Trans- 
port Users’ Consultative Committees are also to be appointed 
by the Minister, who may abolish any of the latter when he 
thinks fit. The recommendations of the Central Transport 
Consultative Committee—of which only one member will be 
a member of the British Transport Commission—are to be 
sent direct to the Minister, who may then give directions of a 
specific character to the Commission ! 

The Minister may require road hauliers to produce accounts 
and records of their activities for his examination. The Road 
Licensing Authorities are to be appointed by, and act under, 
the general guidance of the Minister. 

He must approve all schemes for the co-ordination of 
passenger transport and may direct the Commission to pre- 
pare schemes for particular areas. 

He has the right to appcint a coastal shipping advisory com- 
mittee to report to hin: on matters jointly affecting it and the 
Commission, and he may then give directions on such matters 
to the Commission. 

The Minister may direct the Commission to prepare charges 
schemes for submission to the Transport Tribunal (which he 
appoints), but may also by regulation provide that any 
statutory provisions relating to charges, or to the avoid- 
ance of undue preference, or any other statutory provisions, 
shall be disregarded. 

He may also at any time by regulation increase charges, 
notwithstanding any statutory provisions which now exist. 

He must approve any desire of the Commission to borrow 
money. 

He may give it directions as to the establishment, manage- 
ment, or transfer or use of monies in the general reserve fund 
which is to be created. 

He may appoint auditors of the Commission’s funds; make 
regulations affecting the pensions of the Commission’s staff, 
and shall issue regulations regarding compensation to officers 
and servants of the vested undertakings who are adversely 
affected by the vesting, and the Commission must comply 
with these regulations. 


This impressive list of the Minister’s proposed functions, 


which, it may be said, is not exhaustive, clearly indicates that 
he will very closely control and dictate the whole of the 
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Commission’s activities. Considerable concern has already 
been expressed by the Courts as to the recent growth of dele- 
gated legislation, and these sweeping additions to the Minister’s 
present powers can be viewed only with alarm. 

Further, the exercise of even a part of these powers must 
inevitably lead to a gargantuan Ministry staff which will not 
have the practical knowledge, or be allowed the necessary 
authority, to give those immediate decisions which are so 
much a feature of the day-to-day management of transport 
undertakings. It is to be hoped that these ambitious proposals 
will be modified considerably in the House of Commons, 
for it would appear that it has been drafted by the Ministry 
of Transport for the Minister of Transport with little or no 
regard to the practical effect of the proposals on the nation’s 
vital artery—that of transport. 


* * * s 


Bueros Ayres & Pacific Railway 


Gc“ receipts of the Buenos Ayres & Pacific Railway for 

the year ended June 30 were ps.117,047,945, an increase 
of ps.677,669. In the traffic account of this year’s report, 
all results are shown in pesos, and the sterling value of opera- 
tions has been arrived at by conversions of currency at the 
varying current market rates, instead of taking the par rate 
of ps.11°45 to the £ as in former years. Working expenses 
increased from ps.88,895,775 to ps.99,363,799, giving net re- 
ceipts of ps.17,684,196 as against ps.27,474,501. The sterling 
equivalent of the net receipts is £936,582, compared with 
£1,287,830 in 1944-45. During the year the total goods and 
livestock traffic carried on the railway amounted to 5,537,316 
tonnes, yielding receipts of ps.90,007,183. This result repre- 
sented a decrease of 210,028 tonnes compared with the pre- 
ceding year, but receipts were ps.3,180,619 higher on account 
of rates increases. Receipts from passenger traffic show an 
increase of ps.1,848,372, or 10°43 per cent. The goods and 
livestock receipts represent an increase of 3°66 per cent. on 


1944-45. Some operating results are given below: — 

1944-45 1945-46 
Passenger receipts ... se vas ps. 17,716,577 ps. 19,564,949 
Public goods traffic (tons) . ure wes 4,357,031 4,231,872 
Public goods traffic receipts. ea <0 ps. 79,246,279 ps. 81,737,712 
Livestock receipts ... : am ea ps. 7,580,285 ps. 8,269,471 
Gross receipts roe isi sei ve ps. | 16, 370,276 ps. 117,047,995 
Working expenses ... Ja ade aid ps. 88,895, 775 ps. 99,363,799 
Net earnings . - en eee ps. 27,474,501 ps. 17, ~~ 196 
Operating ratio, per cent. ... a2 76:39 4°89 


The report records an —— in operating swaaie 
for the 18 weeks between June 30 and November 2, when 
gross receipts were estimated at ps.39,533,000, an increase of 
ps.3,743,000 on the preceding year. To the net receipts of 
£936,582 on the year’s operations, there is added £94,207 from 
the balance of interest, etc., account. Payment of interest on 
various stocks during the year took £1,919,572, leaving a debit 
balance of £888,783, and bringing the total balance at debit 
of net revenue account on June 30, 1946, to £12,873,832. 
Distribution on account of arrears on the company’s 44 per 
cent. consolidated debenture stock, and on the Argentine Great 
Western 5 per cent. debenture stock, have brought payments 
of arrears up to January 1, 1944, and April 1, 1944. 

* * * * 


Buenos Ayres Great Southern Railway 


I N the report of the Buenos Ayres Great Southern Railway 

Co. Ltd., for the year ended June 30, 1946, the operating 
receipts and other items in the revenue account are shown in 
pesos in order to eliminate the large exchange differences 
which appeared in the accounts of former years, when con- 
versions to sterling were made at the par rate of ps. 11:45 to 
the £. Gross receipts for the year were ps.183,290,104, and 
working expenses ps.153,306,820, giving met receipts of 
ps.29,983,284, equivalent to £1,775,214 at the appropriate rates 
of exchange. After payment of fixed charges, the credit 
balance for the year was £223,173, which reduces the debit 
to be carried forward on net revenue account to £1,404,673. 
The gross receipts show an increase of ps. 5,878,085, accounted 
for by the larger number of passengers and the higher tonnages 
of parcels and goods carried during the year, and also by the 
fact that the higher tariffs authorised in 1944 had been in 
force for the whole year as against only seven months during 
the preceding period. Working expenses, however, were 
affected adversely by further wage increases, and by the in- 
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clusion of a charge for renewals. After allowing for credits 
to renewals reserve, arising mainly from sales of scrap 
materials, the net charge to the reserve was £45,573, and the 
board decided that a contribution of £600,000 should be made 


to the reserve and charged against the year’s working. Some 
of the working results for the year are given below:— 
1944-45 1945-46 

Passengers a 71,468,579 79,866,689 
Public goods, tons ows ass eee 8,408,851 8,761,243 
Passenger receipts ... a on sa ps. 44,555,248 ps. 48,029,233 
Public goods receipts on ie ned ps. 86,099,007 ps. 91,718,122 
Gross receipts ét ps. 177,412,019 ps. 183,290,104 
Working expenses ... ile a =? ps. 141,580,202 ps. 153,306,820 
Net receipts ... P ps. 35,831,817 ps. 29,983,284 


The number of passengers conte increased by 8,398,110 to 
79,866,689, and receipts from this source were higher by ps. 
3,473,985 at ps. 48,029,233. The increase in public goods 
traffic was 295,014 tons, giving receipts ps. 5,619,115 higher 
at ps. 91,718,122. 


* * * * 


Buenos Ayres Western Railway 


HE report of the Buenos Ayres Western Railway Limited 
for the year ended June 30, 1946, shows net receipts of 
£370,156, corresponding to ps.6,082,340. Working results are 
shown in pesos, the former exchange differences, which were 
necessary to allow for the fact that conversions of currency 
to sterling were made at par, having been omitted. The credit 
balance for the year was £7,406, and at June 30 the credit 
balance of net revenue account stood at £84,646. Gross 
receipts, at ps. 63,448,626, show an increase of ps. 1,787,064, 
a heavier movement of passengers, parcels, and livestock having 
more than offset a decrease of ps. 2,409,234 in public goods 
traffic. Receipts benefited in addition by the fact that higher 
tariffs were in operation throughout the year, as against seven 
months only in 1944-45. Working expenses of ps. 57,366,286 
were affected adversely by further wage increases, and a con- 
tribution of £300,000 to renewals reserve was charged against 
the year’s working. Below are some operating results: — 


1944-45 1945-46 
Passengers és 44,947,409 55,359,135 
Public goods, tons ... ai _ ‘ak 3,367,084 2,936,281 
Passenger receipts ... an ne a ps. 16,695,633 ps. 20,181,548 
Public goods receipts ps. 24,307,644 ps. 21,898,410 
Gross receipts Gea mae alee ps. 61,661,562 ps. 63,448,626 
Working expenses ... jen ine “es ps. 50,144,176 ps. 57,366,286 
Net receipts ... os . ps. 11,517,386 ps. 6,082,340 


A record weuiun of passengers was carried during the year, 
the total of 55,359,135 being an increase of 10,411,726. The 
passenger receipts, at ps.20,181,548, show an increase of 
ps.3,485,915. A decline in the volume of public goods traffic 
brought a decrease of ps.2,409,234 from this source; there were, 
however, increases of ps.181,854 in receipts from luggage and 
parcels, and ps.1,883,958 from livestock. 


* * * * 


Central Argentine Railway 


HE report of the Central Argentine Railway Limited for 
the year ended June 30, 1946, presents the revenue account 

in pesos, as a result of conversions of currency to sterling 
elsewhere in the report having been made at the appropriate 
rates of exchange instead of at the par rate, as was used up 
to June 30, 1945. Operations for the year ended June 30 
resulted in a credit balance of £435,236, as against £183,044 
in the previous year; this reduced the balance at debit of. net 
revenue account to £914,488. Credits amounting to £558,761 
were made during the year to provision for renewals account, 
of which £480,068 was provided from revenue. Charges against 
the account amounted to £188,447. Operating results were :— 


1944-45 1945-46 
Passenger receipts ... ag dun a ps. 42,951,217 ps. 47,702,146 
Public goods receipts on éan a ps. 90,500,880 ps. 98,811,424 
Gross receipts oes uae a - ps. 158,932,469 ps. 171,963,753 
Working expenses ... xa “aa oe ps. 135,129,268 ps. 147,453,374 
Net receipts ... 4 ps. 23,803,201 ps. 24,510,379 


A statement of quote traffic comniinin and earnings shows 
improvements in most classes, the largest increases being 
549,615 tonnes in maize, and 46,297 tonnes in wheat. The 
increase in public goods traffic as a whole amounted to 747,769 
tonnes, or 9°8 per cent. During the year under review, the 
scheme of arrangement dated November 21, 1940, expired on 
December 31, 1945, and was extended to December 31, 1947, 
with power to the debenture holders’ committee to grant further 
extensions to expire not later than December 31, 1950. 
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Severn Bridge and Severn Tunnel 


7 a debate on the subject of the nationalisation of inland 
transport in the House of Lords on November 13, Lord 
Strabolgi is reported in Hansard to have stated that oppo- 
sition to the Bill introduced in 1935 to authorise the con- 
struction of a bridge across the River Severn was organised 
and paid for by the Great Western Railway, and, as the 
result, the Bill was defeated. He then proceeded to claim 
that, if the bridge had been in existence during the war, 
there could have been more factories in South Wales and 
“we could have avoided the appalling bottleneck through 
the Severn Tunnel.” Because of this, he alleged, either coal 
was taken through the Tunnel and all other goods hung up, 
or other goods were taken through the tunnel and coal hung up. 
Finally, he claimed that “our war effort was hampered and 
injured by that bottleneck, as there was only one means of 
passage, and that by the Severn Tunnel.” If these statements 
are typical of arguments which would be used by supporters 
of the nationalisation of inland transport, their objection to 
an inquiry can well .be understood, for they completely mis- 
represent the position and are a travesty of the facts. 

So far as the Severn Bridge Bill is concerned, this Bill 
was deposited by the County Councils of Gloucester and 
Monmouth in 1935, and the G.W.R., in common with a 
number of other bodies, opposed it. The principal grounds 
of the company’s objection were that the construction of a 
bridge in such close proximity to the Severn Tunnel would 
involve the risk of considerable and incalculable danger to the 
Tunnel, that the bridge would not open up new territory, 
but merely increase road competition with the company to 
a greater intensity than then existed, and that this would 
diminish in large measure the revenue obtained from the 
bonus mileage which Parliament had authorised. 

The G.W.R. certainly did not bear the expense incurred 
by other opponents of the Bill, and, in fact, a Select Committee 
of the House of Commons rejecied the Bill after hearing 
only the promoters’ case, because they failed to show that there 
was any substantial volume of traffic passing which, in the 
then existing circumstances, would benefit from the proposed 
bridge; neither were they able to show that the establishment 
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of new industries was likely to result from 
improvement in road transport facilities. 

As to the Severn Tunnel, Lord Strabolgi appears to be 
quite unaware of the fact that the G.W.R. has two important 
reutes out of South Wales in addition to the Severn Tunnel 
Trains using these routes travel via Pontypool Road or via 
Gloucester, as will be seen by the accompanying map, and 
in fact, these two routes were regularly used during the war 
for taking more trains than are run through the Tunnel. 
He also disregarded the fact that, as a result of the sudden 
cessation of coal shipments to France, Italy, and other foreign 
markets after the fall of France, the coalowners had to 
divert their coal to inland destinations. The effect of this 
was that, instead of vast tonnages of coal having to be con- 
veyed a comparatively short distance from pits to port, they 
had to be carried inland for much longer distances over en- 
tirely different routes already heavily occupied and not laid 
out for the conveyance of such heavy traffic. 

To meet this position, the lines between Newport and 
Severn Tunnel were quadrupled in November, 1941, and inter- 
mediate signalling installed in the Tunnel which enabled a 
much higher number of trains to be worked through the 
Tunnel than in the 1914-18 war, when it was considered 
that the saturation point had been reached. The use of 
these facilities and the close control of the traffic prevented 
any serious delays occurring at the Tunnel, and there is abso- 
lutely no foundation for the statement that only coal or goods 
trains could pass through the Tunnel, but not both. On occa- 
sions during the most intense periods of the war, the com- 
pany had some difficulty in conveying from South Wales all 
the traffic which had to be moved. This was not due, how- 
ever, to insufficient capacity of the three routes mentioned, 
but because the lines and junctions in other parts of the 
country were very heavily occupied by large-scale move- 
ments of war traffic generally. 

Finally, his suggestion that, if the road bridge had been 
built, other goods could have gone by road and the Tunnel 
used to carry coal traffic, ignores the fact that, because of the 
shortage of petrol, the railways were called on to deal with 
vast quantities of traffic which normally would have been 
dispatched by road hauliers. 


the proposed 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


(The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of correspondents) 


High Fares for Short Distances 


“ Kingsway,” College Lane, 
Hassocks, Sussex. November 16 
To THE Epiror OF THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 
Sir,—I notice a letter in The Railway Gazette of Novem- 
ber 15 (page 547) complaining of the increase in railway fares. 
The third class fare, Hassocks to Brighton, is now Is. 34d. 
for the 7 miles 5 chains—to buffer stops. By bus, Hurstpier- 
point to Brighton return, 16 miles, the fare is ls. 6d. 
Yours faithfully, 
G. A. SEKON 


Railway Inspection 


Cavendish Street, Skipton, 
Yorkshire. November 22 
To THE EDITOR OF THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 
Sir,—In my letter which appears in your issue of October 4, 
{ raised the question as to when interlocking was enforced by 
the Board of Trade on new lines. I have recently come across 
further evidence on that point. In a report dated February, 
1874, on correspondence received from various companies in 
reply to a Board of Trade circular on accidents, the following 
sentence occurs:—" In the year 1860 also it [i.e., interlocking] 
was generally enforced by the inspecting officers of the Board 
of Trade on new railways” (Parliamentary Paper, 1872, Iviii, 
124). 
This is six years earlier than the date I previously suggested. 
Yours faithfully, 
J. G. HOLMES 


Power from Wind and Tide 


“Danes Mead.” Awbridge, nr. Romsey, 
Hants. November 17 
To THE EpitroR OF THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 

Sir,—Wind and tide can provide all the power needed in 
these islands. We see trees blown down and houses unroofed; 
yet we make no use of the force placed in our hands. True, 
ships have sailed the seas from time immemorial. Windmills 
were invented in the Middle Ages: streams have driven grain 
mills; and, latterly, planes have flown above the clouds by 
threshing the wind. Beyond that, man has not gone. The 
scarcity of coal alone would justify a search for some other 
power. The time has arrived for a further advance. The en- 
closed sketches outline the general principles of harnessing the 
power of wind to driving our trains, and the power of the tide 
to generating electricity. 

The first sketch shows a locomotive of the future, in which 
the wind induced by the speed of the vehicle, when sufficient 
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Scheme for locomotive driven by wind pressure 


speed has been attained, will be collected in an air scoop and 
rush upon the vanes of an air turbine to keep the driving 
wheels in motion. As ~ sketch shows, initial speed would 
be achieved by an airscrew, driven by one of our thousands 
of surplus aircraft aman. This would be cut out when speed 

was attained, leaving the air turbine to drive the rear axle. 
Applications for patent right have been lodged by me in respect 
of this method (see provisional specifications Nos. 24294/46 
and 30663 /46). 

During the past 20 years, several patents have been granted 
for harnessing the tide, but none has come to fruition. The 
probable course of such an attempt is indicated in the second 
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sketch, which shows the approximate layout at a point where 
the tide rises and falls 7 ft. twice a day. At high tide there 
would be a head of water over No. | tank, which would fill, 
and act as a reservoir. This water would pass through a turbo- 
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Proposal for harnessing tides to generate power 


generator into No. 2 tank, both during the process of filling 
at high tide, and also up to the capacity of No. 1 tank when 
filling has ceased. No. 2 tank will exhaust by gravity at low 
water, and, of necessity, the apparatus must await the next 
high tide to repeat the cycle of operations. 
Yours faithfully, 
SAM FAY 


Southern Railway Colour-Light Signalling 


Parkhurst Road, 

Horley. Surrey. December 2 
fo THE EpDttoR OF THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 
Sir,—With reference to the article in your issue of Novem- 
ber 29 regarding colour-light signalling on the Southern Rail- 
way. there is one slight error in the accompanying map which 
might mislead those who are not familiar with the Brighton 
line. The slow line, via Redhill, has, of course, semaphore 
signalling between Coulsdon North and Earlswood Junction. 

Yours faithfully, 
R. P. S. BEVIN 
[The section referred to by our correspondent falls outside 
the area covered by our map, and the note on the map that 
continuous colour- light signalling exists from Coulsdon North 
to Brighton was, in fact, correct as regards the fast line. 
ED., R.G.] 


~ Stainton,” 


Time Lost by Operating Errors 
“Yew Tree Cottage,” Darley Dale, 
Derbyshire. November 11 
To THE EpitorR OF THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 

Sir,—As a regular traveller on the Midland Division of the 
L.M.S.R., 1 should like to suggest that, while bad coal and 
poor maintenance are important causes of bad time-keeping, 
impracticable timetable arrangements and inefficient operating 
methods must bear their share of blame. In fact, on all the 
journeys I have made recently by St. Pancras-Manchester 
trains, locomotive performance has varied only from good 
to excellent, and schedule times would have been kept easily 
but for severe signal checks due to the causes I have men- 
tioned. 

By impracticable timetable arrangements, | mean such flights 
of fancy as the present Leeds-Sheffield timings, which are 
quite impossible of observance with the present severe colliery 
pitfall slacks in operation, and which react on all the main- 
line services; and the pernicious custom of arranging main- 
line semi-fast services with insufficient headway in front of 
the expresses with which they connect. For example, the 

3.25 p.m. from St. Pancras, nominally due in Kettering 11 min. 
idem the 4.20 p.m. from St. Pancras to Manchester, nightly 
causes wailing and gnashing of teeth to the luckless inhabitants 
of the latter train as it painfully crawls from signal box to 
signal box all the way from Oakley to Kettering. (“ Worse 
than the Western Division,” murmur the experienced habitués 
of the first class dining car). 

As for inefficient operating, I refer to delays caused by 
gross errors of judgment, as, for example, on a recent occasion 
when the 7.15 a.m. from Manchester to St. Pancras, delayed 
by fog at the start of its journey, was travelling well from 
Leicester and regaining time until some genius allowed the 
10.41 slow from Bedford to St. Pancras to leave Bedford just 
in advance of the express, with a resulting loss of time by 
signal checks of 35 min. between Ampthill and St. Pancras. 

I fully realise the manifold difficulties with which the 
railway companies have to contend, but even under the present 
handicaps, some improvements could surely be made. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. W. WALKER 
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The Scrap Heap 


The loss in income if the proposals re- 
garding railway stocks are carried through 
will be a serious matter for many volun- 
tary organisations. The London Mission- 
ary Society will lose £1,000 a year in divi- 
dend income from its railway stocks- 
most of which were provided by past 
generations for the carrying on of the 
society’s work.—Mr. Cecil Northcott in a 
letter to ‘‘ The Times. 


* * * 


MINISTER OF TRANSPORT AS FATHER 


The Non-European employees of the 
Railways are a big family, looking to 
their father, the Minister of Transport, 
who plans the better service conditions 
for them. We demand our rights quietly. 
We make constructive and not destructive 
criticism. We do not make wild cries and 
howls like hyenas halloo-ballooing in a 
kloof. 

We no longer believe in the Workers’ 
Union of Cape Town, which is dead, 
buried and forgotten. We look upon 
our General Manager as our eldest 
brother, who looks after the interests of 
his younger brothers—ourselves. 

No doubt, it is clear now to everyone 
that constitutional representations bear 
fruit as we reap a lot by means of direct- 
ing negotiations to the official sources and 
withal exercise patience while those repre- 
sentations are considered. By making 
reasonable and moderate demands we get 
more than we ask for. 

The name of the Hon. the Minister of 
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Railways is now widely known and we 
presume that in the next decade there will 
be many Sturrocks among African child- 
ren named after Mr. Sturrock.—Extracts 
from “ Ndavela,” the journal of the South 
African Railways & Harbours non-Euro- 
pean Staff Association. 


* * * 


100 YEARS AGO 


From THE RAILWAY TIMES, December 5, 1846 





Oye RAILWAY.—NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN, That in pursuance of the pro- 
visions of the Act of Incorporation, the first General Meet- 
ing of Proprietors in this undertaking will be heldin the 
Assembly Rooms, at Truro, on Wednesday, the 16th Decem- 
ber next, at noon. 
Those Proprictors only who have been previously regis- 
tered, can attend and vote at the meeting. 
JOSEPH THOMAS TREFFRY, Chairman. 
WILLIAM H. BOND, Secretary. 


Cornwall Railway-office, 80, Lemon-street, Truro, 
21st November, 1846. 


The sealed Certificates will be issued immediately after 
the above-mentioned meeting has been held. 


ONDON, BRIGHTON, and SOUTH 
COAST RAILWAY.—CONTRACT for MAINTE. 
NANCE of WAY and WORKS.—The Directors of this 
Company propose to receive Tenders for the maintenance of 
the Permanant Way and Works of the whole of their Main 
Line between Brighton and the Junction with the Greenwich 
line, near London, being a distance of about 44 miles, for 
a period of seven years, commencing ist January next. 

Specifteations and forms of contract may be seen on and 
after Wednesday, the 2nd December next, at the Resident 
Engineer’s Office, Brighton. 

Sealed Tenders, according to the prescribed form, to be 
delivered at the Secretary’s Office, London-bridge Station, 
not later than the hour of Eleven on Wednesday forenoon, 
the 16th December next, when parties tendering, or their 
accredited agents, are requested to be in attendance. The 
Directors do not pledge themselves to accept the lowest 
Tender. By order, 

T. J. BUCKTON, Secretary. 

London Terminus, 23rd November, 1846, 
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Comments on Transport Bill 
TRAILING ITS COAT 
It would almost seem that the Govern 
ment either deliberately is trailing its coat 
or has been unable to withstand trade 
union pressure in framing its legislation. 
From the ‘“ Manchester Guardian.” 
LEGISLATIVE BATTLE 
The vast task of co-ordination is tackled 
by the Bill in clear-cut fashion, and the 
Government can go forward with confi 


dence to the legislative battle—Fron 
“The Daily Herald.” 


ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT 
If our transport system suffers fron 
arrested development in the future, the 
blame will rest on the shoulders of those 
responsible for this Bill—From “ Thi 
Sunday Times.” 
A TRANSPORT OCTOPUS 
The British people are rightly suspicious 
of monopolies and are hardly to be re- 
conciled to them even by the plea of 
efficiency. But that plea itself must fail 
in the case of the super-monopoly which 
the Bill for the nationalisation of inland 
transport seeks to establish. The pro- 
posed new transport octopus is so vast, 
with tentacles so wide stretching, that it 
cannot possibly operate efficiently —From 
the “ Daily Graphic.” 


FOUNDED ON DOCTRINE 

Undoubtedly the [Transport Nationali- 
sation] Bill presents an unexpectedly wide 
extension of monopolistic powers and 
greater restriction of the Commissioner’s 
independence than can be justified; the 
absence of any real statement of policy 
on the basis of charges and the separa- 
tion of the different forms of transport at 
the top are both likely to provoke strong 
objection—and that not on party lines. 
In all, the Bill gives the impression of 9 
structure founded on doctrine rather than 
of a framework adapted to a carefully 
considered technical plan——From ‘“ The 
Times.” 

LILLIPUTIAN MEMBERS OF COMMISSION 

Nominal control is vested in the five 
members of the Transport Commission, 
already named the Big Five. Yet their 
rights are Lilliputian compared with the 
Minister’s dictatorial powers. They pos- 
sess neither security of tenure, once 
appointed, nor even the right to appoint 
the members of the five transport Execu- 
tives responsible for managerial functions 
under the Commission. The Minister can 
apparently dismiss all the senior officials 
of the Commission at any time. In effect, 
they become members of his staff.—From 
‘The Evening Standard.” 

* * * 


ELECTORAL FOOLHARDINESS 

The Government will get plenty of sup- 
port from those who will applaud the de- 
spoilment of any property owner, at any 
time and in any circumstances. But people 
with these views vote Labour in any 2vent. 
What put Labour in last year, and will 
either keep them in or turn them out in 
1949 or 1950, is the votes of the odd two 
or three millions who are not wedded to 
the Labour Party for better or for worse. 
those who are neither rich nor poor, those 
who are neither weekly wage earners nor 
(in the normal sense) capitalists—in a 
word, the votes of the railway stock- 
holders. If the Government’s plan were 
just and necessary, one could but admire 
their moral courage. As. it is, one can 
but wonder at their electoral foolhardi- 
ness.—From ‘“ The Economist.” 
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THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


OVERSEAS RAILWAY AFFAIRS 


(From our correspondents) 


INDIA 


Allocation of Railway Revenues 


An examination by the Public Accounts 
Committee of the appropriation accounts 
of railways for 1944-45 shows that during 
the year under review gross receipts 
amounted to Rs. 221 crores, and working 
expenses, including interest and deprecia- 
tion, to Rs. 171 crores, leaving a surplus of 
Rs. 50 crores. Of this, 32 crores were paid 
to general revenues, and the balance trans- 
ferred to the Railway Reserve Fund. which 
closed with a balance of Rs. 37 crores. 
During 1945-46 a further high level of 
receipts was reached, with a total of Rs. 231 
crores, but working expenses also increased 
to Rs. 191 crores. 


Accident at Delhi 


An accident involving the “ Frontier 
Mail” and No. 1 up mail is reported to 
have occurred on the night of November 6 
near Dufferin Bridge, about 400 yd. from 
Delhi Station. Two third class bogies of 
No. 1 up mail, bound for Ahmedabad, were 
wrecked completely, and one upper class 
bogie partly smashed. The two front 
wheels of the “ Frontier Mail,” engine were 
derailed. The casualties, one dead and 17 
injured, were all third class passengers in 
the No. 1 up mail. Traffic was interrupted 
for four hours. 


Expenditure on New Rolling Stock 

The total cost of 40 metre-gauge pas- 
senger locomotives and of broad-gauge 
and metre-gauge coaching stock to be 
built in India under the 1947-48 construc- 
tion programme (see The Railway. Gazette 


of October 11) will be Rs. 591 lakhs 
(£ :,4.2,500). The cost of the 3,300 broad- 
gauge wagons will be Rs. 306 lakhs 


(£2,295,000). By a typographical error in 
the October 11 issue of The Railway 
Gazette, the cost of the locomotives and 
coaching stock, and of the goods stock 
was given as Rs. 591,000 and Rs. 306,000 
respectively. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Financial Position 

The operation of the railway, harbour, 
steamship, airways and aerodromes ser- 
vices for August, 1946, resulted in a !oss 
of £22,147, compared with a loss of 
£226,656 in August, 1945. Revenue in 
August this year was £688,306 more than 
that recorded during the corresponding 
month of last year, mainly on account of 
additional earnings from goods traffic and 
wharfage dues. Expenditure, on the other 
hand, excluding net revenue appropria- 
tions, increased by £525,159, as a result 
of improved staff conditions, enhanced 
cost of materials, and higher cost-of-living 
allowance payments. For the period 
April to August, 1946, the result of work- 
ing was a loss of £295,126, compared with 
a loss of £1,142,540 during the corre- 
sponding period of last year. 


Progress with New Lines 

The line connecting the new coalfields 
in the Van Dyksdrift area with Oogies has 
been completed and is now in use. Con- 
struction has not yet begun on the 24- 
mile line between Whites and Odendaals- 
rust (see The Railway Gazette of June 7), 
but survey work is nearing completion. 

Two short lines are also to be built to 


the south of Johannesburg to meet the 
needs of the growing native traffic in the 
city. They will consist of a link between 
Village Main Reef and the Faraday under- 
ground station at Eloff Street Extension; 
and an extension to the new Canada- 
Phomolong line, to provide transport for 
the inhabitants of a new non-European 
housing scheme recently undertaken by 
the Johannesburg Municipality. Seven 
miles of track will be laid also to connect 
Pretoria with the new railway workshops 
at Koldespoort (see The Railway Gazette 
of November 1). 


RHODESIA 


Summer Travel to South Africa 


In preparation for the summer holiday 
season at the Cape resorts, arrangements 
have been made for running a special train 
from Bulawayo to Cape Town on Decem- 
ber 2 and December 7. Additional 
vehicles will be provided on the through 
coach services to Port Elizabeth and East 
London on three dates in December. On 
Mondays from December 2 until March 24, 
1947, a through service will operate from 
Bulawayo to Mossel Bay. The trains be- 
tween Johannesburg and Mossel Bay were 
accelerated on November 25, as_ re- 
corded in The Railway Gazette of 
November 8, and the through carriages 
are conveyed by them via Kimberley 
and Bloemfontein, instead of via De Aar 
and Maauwpoort as in previous years. 

It is expected that traffic for the Cape 
resorts will justify more special trains than 
the two from Bulawayo to Cape Town 
mentioned above, but other demands on 
coaching stock in South Africa make it 
impracticable to provide such facilities 
after December 7. 


EGYPT 


State Railways Earnings 

The earnings of the Egyptian State Rail- 
ways for the first five months of the cur- 
rent financial year (May to September, 
inclusive) amounted to £5,339,980, which 
is a decrease of £1,209,930 when com- 
pared with the earnings for the same 
period of last year. 


Ferdan to Port Said Doubling 

The doubling of the line between Fer- 
dan and Port Said, a distance of 65 km., 
has been approved recently at a cost of 
£400,000, of which £100,000 is allocated 
for the next financial year. This will com- 
plete the doubling of the line between 
Cairo and Port Said, and facilitate im- 
provements in the train service which are 
envisaged for the near future. 


Proposed Suez Canal Tunnel 
Through traffic between Egypt and Pale- 
stine is carried over the Suez Canal at 
present by a bridge at Ferdan. The Suez 
Canal Company agreed to the construction 
of this bridge during the late war on con- 
dition that it was dismantled at the end 
of hostilities. A temporary swing bridge 
was constructed similarly over the canal 
during the first world war, in 1917, at 
Hirsh, 5 km. north of Kantara. This 
bridge was removed in 1921, and until the 
existing bridge was built, wagons were 

ferried across the canal at Kantara. 
The question of constructing a tunnel 
under -the Suez Canal connecting Port 
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Said with Port Fouad (the new town situ- 
ated on the East Bank opposite Port 
Said) is now under study, as a means of 
affording a physical connection between 
the Egyptian State Railways and the Pale- 
stine Railways. Some such connection is 
desirable with the development of rail 
traffic east of the canal, especially now 
that rail communication has been estab- 
lished between Haifa and Beirut by the 
Military authorities, who are now in nego- 
tiation with the Lebanese authorities re- 
garding the disposal of the line. 


CANADA 


Historic Locomotive Preserved 


The locomotive that hauled the first 
C.P.R. transcontinental passenger train 
has been placed on exhibition in the Kit- 
silano Park, Montreal. This engine, No. 
374, had been standing on a siding in the 
C.P.R. Montreal freight yard for nearly a 
year while different committees discussed 
its fate. It stands in its new resting place 
with its cow-catcher pointed toward the 
West it sought on the historic journey 
more than half a century ago. 


Alberta Opposes Increased Rates 

The Hon. W. A. Fallow, Minister of 
Public Works in the Social Credit Govern- 
ment of Alberta, has announced that 
machinery will be set up immediately to 
examine the whole freight rates structure. 
He was commenting on the outcome of 
meetings between Government officials 
and several Alberta organisations called 
to draft plans to oppose the application 
by Canadian railways for a 30 per cent. 
increase in freight rates (see The Railway 
Gazette of October 25). Delegates 
approved a Government proposal to ask 
the Federal Transportation Board to 
delay hearing the railways’ application 
until Alberta can prepare and present its 
case. Approval was given also to a 
Government plan to set up a permanent 
branch of the Public Works Department 
to look after freight rate questions. Repre- 
sentatives from the Alberta Federation of 
Agriculture, the Union of Alberta Muni- 
cipalities, the Edmonton Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Calgary Board of 
Trade, attended a meeting called by Mr. 
Fallow to discuss measures to fight the 
increase, and the Alberta Government’s 
request earlier this year for a substantial 
cut in freight rates. 


UNITED STATES 


Record Wagon Loadings 

_ The achievement of the railways in load- 
ing 931,776 wagons in the week ended 
October 19 has been described by Colonel 
J. Monroe Johnson, Director, Office of De- 
fense Transportation, as “the most won- 
derful performance in the history of Ameri- 
can railroading.” He said that the number 
of wagons loaded exceeded by 16000 any 
weekly loading handled during the war 
years. It was the highest loading s nce the 
week ended August 30, 1930, when the 
loading totalled 984,510 wagons. Further- 
more, that record was accomplished when 
the railways owned 400.000 more wagons 
than they did today. Never in their his- 
tory, he said, had the railroads done so 
much with so little. 

At the same time, Colonel Johnson pre- 
dicted that the current shortage of wagons 
would continue indefinitely. He estimated 
the railways were transporting only 85 per 
cent. of the freight that would be offered if 
wagons were available, setting the potential 
demand at about 1,906,000 a week. 
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THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


The Transport Bill* 


Summary of the principal clauses of the Bill for 
the nationalisation of British inland transport 


THE purpose of the Bill is to set up in 

_ Great Britain a publicly-owned system 
of inland transport (other than by air) and 
of port facilities. The Bill, which, with 13 
schedules, covers 136 pages, is divided 
into nine parts, the principal contents of 
which are summarised below. 


Part I 


THE BRITISH TRANSPORT 
COMMISSION 


Composition and Powers 


A public authority called the British 
Transport Commission is to be established, 
consisting of a Chairman and four other 
members, all to be appointed by the Minis- 
ter of Transport from persons who have 
had wide experience and shown capacity 
in transport, industrial, commercial, or 
financia] matters, in administration or in 
the organisation of workers. No member 
of the House of Commons may be a mem- 
ber of this body, neither must its members 
have any financial interest likely to affect 
the discharge of their duties. The mem- 
bers are to be paid such salaries or fees 
and such allowances as the Minister, with 
the approval of the Treasury, may deter- 
mine. Provision is also made for the pay- 
ment of pensions on retirement. 

The Commission is empowered to carry 
goods and passengers by rail, road, and 
inland waterway within Great Britain; to 
provided port and inland water facilities; 
to store goods; to provide hotels and 
hostels for passengers and other persons; 
and to provide such other amenities and 
facilities for passengers and other persons 
making use of its services as may appear 
to it expedient. 

It is also empowered to construct, manu- 
facture, purchase, maintain, and repair 
anything required for the purpose of any 
of its activities: to do anything to advance 
the skill of its employees or the efficiency 
of its equipment: to buy or lease land: 
to lend money or give guarantees in con- 
nection with its activities, but it is not to 
build vessels exceeding 175 tons gross or 
engage, other than for experiment or re- 
search, in the manufacture of chassis for 
road vehicles. 

The Commission may dispose of any 
part of its undertaking which it considers 
is not required, including any part of its 
undertaking which is carried on outside 
Great Britain, and any property situated 
outside Great Britain. 


Duties of the Commission 


It is the general duty of the Commission 
to provide or secure the provision of an 
efficient, adequate, economical, and pro- 
perly integrated system of public inland 
transport and port facilities within Great 
Britain for passengers and goods, and to 
take steps for extending and improving 
the transport and port facilities so as to 
provide most efficiently and conveniently 
for the needs of the public, agriculture, 
commerce, and industry. All the busi- 
nesses carried on by the Commission are 
to form one undertaking and the Commis- 
sion is so to conduct it and levy such rates 
and charges as to secure that the revenue 
is not less than sufficient for making pro- 
vision for the meeting of charges properly 
chargeable to revenue, taking one year 
with another. 





* Transport Bill {Bill 12]. H.M. Stationery Office, 
2s. 6d. 


Powers of the Minister in Relation 

to the Commission 

The Minister may give the Commission 
directions of a general kind as to the 
exercise and performance by it of its 
functions in relation to matters which ap- 
pear to him to affect the national interest, 
and the Commission must give. effect to 
those directions. 

When framing programmes of re- 
organisation or development involving 
substantial outlay on capital account, the 
Commission must act on lines settled with 
the approval of the Minister. 

The Commission must not, without the 
Minister’s consent, acquire by agreement 
any undertaking engaged wholly or mainly 
in constructing, owning, or operating any 
railway, harbour, inland waterway, or in 
operating tramcars or trolley buses. On 
the other hand, the Minister may direct the 
Commission to discontinue any of its 
activities or dispose of part of its under- 
taking if he is satisfied that it is unneces- 
sary. 

The Commission must furnish the 
Minister with such returns, accounts, and 
information as he may require, and make 
an annual report to the Minister on the 
exercise and performance of its functions 
and of its policy and programme. This 
report is to include any direction given by 
the Minister to the Commission during that 
year unless the Minister informs the Com- 
mission that it is against the national in- 
terest to do so. 


Appointment of Executives 

Until otherwise provided by the Minis- 
ter, public authorities, styled Executives, 
are to be appointed to assist the Commis- 
sion in the discharge of its duties. These 
are to be known as the Railway Execu- 
tive, the Docks & Inland Waterways 
Executive, the Road Transport Executive, 
the London Transport Executive, and, as 
from the “appointed day,” the Hotels 
Executive. Each Executive is to consist of 
a chairman and not less than four and not 
more than eight members appointed by the 
Minister from persons with similar quali- 
fications to those mentioned in connection 
with the Transport Commission. Any 
remuneration or pension payable is to be 
paid by the Commission. These bodies 
are to act as agents for the Commission 
and to exercise such functions as may be 
delegated to them with the Minister’s ap- 
proval. Every Executive is to give effect 
to any directions given it by the Commis- 
sion and such directions shall be so framed 
as to empower the Executive to perform 
the functions delegated to it through 
agents. The Executive is to be treated as 
the employer of any officers or servants of 
the Commission so long as they are under 
control of the Executive. 


Consultative Committees 


There are to be established a Central 
Transport Consultative Committee for 
Great Britain, and, for such areas as the 
Minister may direct, either a Transport 
Users’ Consultative Committee in respect 
of passenger traffic, and one in respect of 
goods traffic, or a committee dealing with 
toth passenger and goods traffic. Separ- 
ate committees are to be appointed for 
Scotland and Wales. These committees are 
to be appointed by the Minister after con- 
sultation with such interests as the Minis- 
ter thinks fit, and the members may be 
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paid travelling allowances and out-of- 
pocket expenses. Their duty is to meet 
not less than twice annually and consider 
any matter affecting the services and facili- 
ties provided by the Commission which has 
been the subject of representations made 
by the users, or which appears to be a 
matter which should be considered, or is 
referred to them by the Minister of Trans- 
port. The recommendations of the 
Transport Users’ Consultative Committee 
have to be sent to the Central Transport 
Consultative Committee and to the Com- 
mission, and the recommendations of the 
Central Committee to the Commission 
and to the Minister, who may then give 
directions of a specific kind to the Com- 
mission. 


Part Il 
RAILWAYS AND CANALS 


Acquisition of Railway & Canal 
Undertakings 


The 60 railway companies, operating 
over 52,000 miles of single track, and rail- 
way joint committees, and the 19 canal and 
inland navigation undertakings which, with 
the railway-owned canals, have a navigable 
length of some 1,640 miles, mentioned in 
the Third Schedule to the Act, are to be 
vested in the Commission on January 1, 
1948, and this transfer also extends to 
parts of the undertakings or activities car- 
ried on outside Great Britain. As from 
the date of the transfer, all the properties 
of these bodies shall vest in the Commis- 
sion and every agreement shall, unless its 
terms make it impossible to do so, have 
effect as if the Commission had been a 
party to the agreement. 


Disclaimer of Agreements 


Within seven days of the transfer, or 
such later date. as the Commission may 
z2liow. each body is to supply the Commis- 
sion with full particulars of all agreements 
made or varied on or after November 19, 
1945, under which the Commission may 
have liabilities or obligations. Where the 
Commission considers that the making or 
variation of an agreement was not reason- 
ably necessary or was an act of unreason- 
able imprudence, the Commission may dis- 
claim the agreement. 


Compensation 


Compensation is to be paid by the Com- 
mission in respect of the vesting of the 
railway, L.P.T.B., and canal undertakings 
by reference to the Stock Exchange value 
of the securities specified in the Fourth 
Schedule to the Act, on the lines an- 
nounced recently by the Minister. The 
compensation is to be paid by the issue of 
British Transport Stock of an estimated 
value of £1,065 millions. No indication 
is given of the rate of interest which will 
be payable on the stock, and it is specifi- 
cally provided that the stock shall be 
issued, transferred, and redeemed on such 
terms and in accordance with such regula- 
tions as the Minister may with Treasury 
approval prescribe. On or after the date 
of transfer every registered holder of any 
securities of those undertakings is to de- 
liver the certificates for cancellation. 
Provision is made for payment of interest 
on compensation which begins to accrue 
at a later date than the date of transfer 
and for the suspension of dividend pay- 
ments by the undertakings concerned be- 
tween the passing of the Act and the date 
of vesting. If any interest is paid, or any 
dividend declared or paid, or any repay- 
ment of capital made in contravention 0 
these provisions, all the directors of the 
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body concerned will jointly and severally 
be liable to make good to the Commission 
any damage which it suffers thereby. Cer- 
tain exemptions to these provisions are 
granted in respect of interest on deben- 
tures, morigages, loans, perpetual annui- 
ties, etc. Complicated provisions cover 
payments by the Commission in respect of 
the earnings under the Railways or Canals 
Control Agreement during 1946, and the 
net revenue from excluded properties, 
guaranteed interest, and unclaimed divi- 
dends, income tax, etc., and for winding 
up railway and canal undertakings. 

Clause 28 of the Bill provides that the 
various bodies to be vested in the Com- 
mission shall carry on their undertakings 
in the ordinary course of business until 
the vesting, and shall maintain them in as 
efficient a condition as heretofore. With- 
out the consent of the Minister in writing, 
however, they must not sell or let land for 
longer than one year; sell or dispose of 
any investments; apply any depreciation, 
renewal, or other funds to purposes for 
which they were not used up to November 
28, 1946; enter into any contract of more 
than one year’s duration: or undertake 
any new works estimated to cost more 
than £50,00C in the case of the main-line 
railways or £5,000 in the case of the 
LP. 

Provision is also made for the final clos- 
ing of the accounts under the Railway 
Control Agreement and the arrears of 
maintenance account as soon after the date 
of transfer as possible, any credit balance 
in the account being payable to the Com- 
mission, and not the Minister. 


Requisitioned Privately-Owned Railway 
Wagons 


Where immediately before the date of 
the transfer. any privately-owned wagon 
is under requisition by the Minister, the 
wagon is te be transferred to the Commis- 
sion free from mortgage. The compensa- 
tion to be paid is the original cost of the 
wagon reduced by 24 per cent. of 90 per 
cent. of that cost, in the case of wagons 
with wooden frames and wooden bodies, 
for each complete year since it was first 
used, but the compensation is not to be 
less than 10 per cent. of the cost. Vary- 
ing percentages are given for wagons of 
other forms of construction and for re- 
built wagons. In connection with wagons 
built before August 24, 1939, the term 
“original cost” is to be the estimated 
amount it would have fetched if it had 
been sold new and for cash on that day. 
Payment is to be made in British Trans- 
port Stock, but where the total amount to 
be paid to any one person does not ex- 
ceed £2,000, the owner may obtain pay- 
ment in cash. 

F-om the date of the transfer no pri- 
vately-owned railway wagon is to be used 
on any British railway owned or operated 
by the Commission other than wagons 
specifically exempted by the Minister. 


Miscellaneous Provisions 


These include provisions for the Rail- 
ways (Valuation for Rating) Act, 1930, to 
apply to the Commission as if it were a 
railway company: establishing the right 
of the Commission to license the use of 
its canals for the carriage of goods by any 
person; the right of the Commission to 
apply to the Minister for abandoning a 
canal as being unnecessary for public navi- 
gation: and, transferring all the property, 
rights, etc., of the Railway Clearing House 
to the Commission and for dissolving or 
altering its constitution. 
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Part Ill 
TRANSPORT OF GOODS BY ROAD 


Acquisition of Certain Undertakings by 
the Commission 

The Commission is empowered to ac- 
quire road transport undertakings whose 
activities consist wholly or partly of the 
operation of vehicles under “A” or “B” 
licences predominantly on ordinary long- 
distance carriage for hire or reward. The 
phrase “ordinary long distance” is de- 
fined as meaning the carriage of goods 
for 40 miles or over in one goods vehicle, 
or a succession of goods vehicles in such 
circumstances that one of them is at some 
time more than 25 miles from its operat- 
ing centre. This provision, however, does 
not cover the carriage of liquids in bulk 
in tanks fixed to the vehicle: ordinary fur- 
niture removals: the carriage of meat or 
livestock, and abnormal indivisible loads. 

Lengthy methods are prescribed for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether ordinary 
long-distance carriage for hire or reward 
predominates, and other provisions cover 
the application of the above arrangements 
to controlled undertakings and vehicles 
hired by the Minister. 

Compensation 

For such vehicles acquired by the Com- 
mission, compensation is to be paid equal 
to the cost at the date of transfer of re- 
placing the vehicle by a new vehicle of a 
similar type, reduced by one-fifth of the 
said cost in respect of the first year and, 
in respect of each further year the 
vehicle has been registered, a further de- 
duction of one-fifth of the cost as reduced 
by the deduction in the previous year. 
Provision is made for adjusting these 
figures if the physical condition of the 
vehicle is materially better or worse than 
normal. 

In the event of the acquisition of an 
owner’s vehicles causing a total or partial 
cessation of his business, the Commission 
shall pay him such sum as may be just, 
being not less than twice and not more 
than five times the average net annual 
profit calculated as provided for in the 
7th Schedule to the Bill. 

Other provisions cover payment of com- 
pensation where part only of a business is 
acquired, which results in the overhead 
expenses involved in carrying on the re- 
maining part of the business being greater 
than otherwise they would have been: 
property subject to hire-purchase agree- 
ments, etc. Payment is to be made in 
British Transport Stock, but the Commis- 
sion may pay less than £2,000 in cash. 

Where notice of acquisition has been 
given, the owner is required to carry on 
the undertaking to the date of transfer in 
the ordinary course of business and main- 
tain it in an efficient condition. He must 
not, however, without the Commission’s 
consent, sell or let or hire land or vehicles 
for more than six months; enter into con- 
tracts for more than twelve months; or 
undertake any new works estimated to 
cost more thar £500 in all. 

The Licensing Authority for goods 
vehicles is required to supply the Com- 
mission with such information in regard 
to a firm’s business as may be required, 
and the Minister may require road under- 
takings to produce accounts and records 
of their activities. 

Restriction on Carriage of Goods for 
Hire or Reward 

From the appointed day—which is not 
necessarily January 1, 1948—it is to be a 
condition of every “ A ” and “B” licence 
that, except by permission of the Commis- 
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sion, goods shall not be carried for hire 
or reward more than 25 miles from the 
Operating centre. 

This restriction does not apply, 
however, to liquids in bulk, ordinary 
furniture removals, meat, livestock or ab- 
normal indivisible loads. Such permits 
may be revoked if the holder is guilty of 
any breach of the conditions, and also at 
the end of the first year or at the end of 
the third year, which is termed a 
“ triennium.” 


Restrictions on Private Carriage of 
Goods 


As from the appointed day it is to be a 
condition of every “B” and “C” licence 
that, unless a permit is granted by the 
appropriate licensing authority, goods 
must not be carried otherwise than for 
hire or reward in connection with any 
trade or business if the vehicle travels 
more than 40 miles from the operating 
centre. 

This provision does not apply, how- 
ever, to the liquids in bulk and the 
other exceptions mentioned in the pre- 
vious paragraph. Special regard will be 
paid to the effect of this decision on 
applicant’s business and the extent to 
which it is necessary for him to use his 
own vehicle for connecting two or more 
sets of premises. 


Miscellaneous Provisions 


Provision is made for the lodging of 
appeals with the Transport Tribunal 
against decisions of licensing authorities 
by traders or the Commission: for the 
licensing authorities to act under the 
general directions of the Minister; the de- 
finition of “operating centre” and the 
consequential amendments of the Road 
and Rail Traffic Act, 1933. 


Part IV 


OTHER FORMS OF TRANSPORT 
AND PORT FACILITIES 
Passenger Road Transport 

The Commission, after consultation 
with every local authority concerned, for 
any area approved by the Minister, may 
prepare and submit to him a scheme to 
promote or facilitate the co-ordination of 
the passenger transport facilities serving 
the area, whether by road or rail, and 
the provision of adequate, suitable, and 
efficient passenger road transport services 
to meet the needs of that area. The 
Minister may make an Order approving 
the scheme and may direct the Commis- 
sion to prepare and submit schemes for 
particular areas. 

Such schemes may provide for consti- 
tuting or specifying the bodies who are to 
provide the passenger road services in 
the area and for the transfer to such 
bodies of the whole or part of any under- 
taking whose activities consist wholly or 
partly of operating passenger road trans- 
port services within the area. The body 
established to provide passenger t-ansport 
in any area may be the Commission or 
any other body. 

Harbours 

This section applies to harbours, termed 
“trade harbours,” in Great Britain, all of 
which are or form part of harbours other 
than those normally used by only small 
craft, and dockyards. The Commission 
may prepare and submit to the Minister 
in respect of such harbours or groups of 
harbours schemes for promoting or facili- 
tating the promotion of the co-ordination 
of the provision of port facilities. Schemes 
may provide for constituting or specify- 
ing bodies which are to provide and ad- 
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minister port facilities in connection with 
any harbours or groups of harbours; for 
the transfer of undertakings to that body; 
for restricting the provision of other port 
facilities, etc. The Commission may also 
direct that port tacilities shall be carried 
on only by persons licensed by it. 
Coastal Shipping 

The Commission is empowered to enter 
into working agreements with persons 
engaged in coastal shipping for co-ordi- 
nating its activities with those of the 
Commission and, in particular, for facili- 
tating the through carriage of goods, the 
quoting of through rates, and the pooling 
of all receipts and expenses, 

The Minister is to establish a coastal 
shipping Advisory Committee to consider 
and report to him from time to time on 
all matters jointly affecting the interests 
of the Commission and persons engaged 
in the coastal shipping industry. The 
Committee is to report to the Minister 
who is empowered to give the Commis- 
sion such directions as he thinks fit. 


Part V 


THE TRIBUNAL, TRANSPORT 
CHARGES, AND FACILITIES 
The Transport Tribunal 
The Railway Rates Tribunal established 
under the Railways Act, 1921, is to be re- 
named the Transport Tribunal. Its func- 
tions are to be extended to include the 
duties of the Appeal Tribunal constituted 
under Section 15 of the Road & Rail 
Traffic Act. 1933; certain jurisdictions of 
the High Court and of the Railway & 

Canal Commission. 
Charges Schemes 

The Commission is directed to pre- 
pare from time to time and submit to the 
Transport Tribunal for confirmation, 
draft charges schemes for determining the 
charges to be made by the Commission 
and the terms and conditions applicable 
to the provision of services and facilities. 
It is required within 2 years from the 
passing of the Act to submit schemes 
covering all the services and facilities 
which the Commission thinks should be 
covered by charges schemes or which the 
Minister directs it to deal with. Such 
charges schemes, when approved by the 
Tribunal, will become operative from a 
date it fixes. They may provide for mini- 
mum and maximum charges, or standard 
or variable charges, alternative sets of 
terms and conditions, through charges, or 
leave the Commission to determine such 
charges on conditions of carriage. 

Charges schemes may be altered by the 
Tribunal at the instance of the Commis- 
sion, or representative bodies of users. 
The Minister at any time may require the 
Tribunal to review the operation of any 
charges scheme. He may also exempt the 
Commission from any statutory provi- 
sions relating to charges or the avoidance 
of undue preference or similar matters 
should he consider them unnecessary in 
whole or in part in relation to the services 
provided. 

Transitional Provisions 

The Minister, at any time if he thinks 
it expedient to do so with a view to ob- 
taining sufficient revenue, notwithstanding 
any statutory provisions to the contrary, 
may authorise the making of additional 
railway charges, or additional charges in 
respect of railway and road services of 
the Commission or the L.P.T.B.; or the 
freight road services of the Commission 
or the railway companies, or the charges 
for inland waterways, port facilities, or 
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road passenger transport facilities pro- 
vided by the Commission. 

The Commission at any time may in- 
crease any exceptional railway rate oper- 
ating on the date of transfer up to 60 per 
cent. of the standard. Certain sections of 
the Railways Act, 1921, regarding the 
grant of exceptional rates will not apply 
in the case of the rates and fares of the 
Commission. 

Over-riding and Miscellaneous 
Provisions 

Neither the Commission nor the Trans- 
port Tribunal are to do anything which 
will prevent the Commission from secur- 
ing that its revenue is not less than suffi- 
cient for making provision for meeting 
charges taking one year with another. 
The annual review of charges is to be 
abolished and the Minister may wind up 
the Railway Freight Rebates Fund. 

Part VI 
FINANCE 

The Commission, with the consent of 
the Minister, may borrow up to £250 
million. It may create and issue any 
stock required for the purpose of exer- 
cising its powers and may create the 
British transport stock required to satisfy 
compensation payable under the Act. The 
principal and interest on any British trans- 
port stock created is to be guaranteed by 
the Treasury, and the Treasury may guar- 
antee on such conditions as it thinks fit 
the redemption or repayment or payment 
of interest on any other British transport 
stock or temporary loan raised by the 
Commission. 

The Commission is directed to establish 
and maintain a general reserve apart 
from appropriate reserves for  replace- 
ments and other purposes. The Commis- 
sion is to manage the general reserve, but 
the Minister may give it directions as to 
its establishment, management, or the 
transfer or use of such monies. One of 
the purposes of this reserve is to prevent 
frequent fluctuations in charges. 


Sums Chargeable to Revenue 

The Commission is to charge to revenue 
in every year all charges which can pro- 
perly be made, including allocations to 
general reserve, proper provision for re- 
demption of capital, for obsolescence and 
renewal of assets, and ali payments to be 
made to any local authority, which are 
properly chargeable to revenue. Proper 
accounts and records are to be kept, 
audited annually by auditors appointed by 
the Minister. 


Part VII 


CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT, 
PENSIONS, AND COMPENSATION 
Conditions of Employment 

It is the duty of the Commission, ex- 
cept when adequate machinery already 
exists, to consult appropriate organisa- 
tions for the purpose of establishing and 
maintaining negotiating machinery for 
settling terms and conditions of employ- 
ment, and the discussion of safety, health, 
welfare, etc. 

It is not necessary for there to be 
separate councils under the Railways Act, 
1921, for each of the parts of the Com- 
mission’s railway undertakings and one 
council may be established for two or 
more parts. 

Arrangements are to be made for estab- 
lishing a police force conference, to 
which all questions relating to rates of 
pay, hours of duty, and conditions of ser- 
vice shall be referred. 

The Minister may make regulations for 
providing pensions to persons in the em- 
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ployment of the Commission, and for the 
continuance or repeal of existing pension 
funds, provided that persons having pen- 
sion rights are not placed in any worse 
position by any such alteration. The obli- 
gations and liabilities of the Cominission 
in this respect are to apply in relation to 
the customary obligations of the vested 
undertaking in relation to pensions 
although that body was under no legaj 
obligation in respect of such pensions, 
Provision is also made for the protection 
of the superannuation rights of certain 
railway officers who are transferred to the 
Ministry before the vesting. 
Compensation 

The Minister shafl require the Com- 
mission to pay in such cases and to the 
extent specified in his regulations com- 
pensation to officers or servants of the 
vested undertakings who suffer loss of em- 
ployment or loss or diminution of emolu- 
ments or pension rights by reason of their 
transfer. 
_ Different regulations may be made 
in relation to different classes of pensions 
and different classes of transfers. Appeai 
may be made against any award to a 
referee appointed by the Minister of 
Labour, whose decision is final. 


Part VIII 


SETTLEMENT OF QUESTIONS 
ARISING FROM COMPULSORY 
ACQUISITION 


A Transport Arbitration Tribunal is to 
be established as a court of record, and 
any order of the Tribunal is to be en- 
forceable as if it were an order of the 
High Court. No sum is to be paid in 
compensation by the Commission under 
Part II] of the Act except under an agree- 
ment confirmed by the Tribunal if the 
total compensation payable exceeds 
20,000. 

The Tribunal is to have the sole juris- 
diction to determine any dispute to which 
the Commission is party as to compen- 
sation matters, and disclaimer or pro- 
perty, contract, or agreement. 


Part IX 
MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL 


The Area Traffic Commissioners ap- 
pointed under the Road Traffic Act, 1930, 
are to be renamed “The Licensing 
Authority for Public Service Vehicles ” 
and the area licensing authorities ap- 
pointed under the Road & Rail Traffic 
Act, 1933, are to be called “ The Licen- 
sing Authority for Goods Vehicles.” 

Clause 118 empowers the Minister to 
make regulations prescribing the manner 
in which documents are to be served; 
making provision for the safe custody, re- 
delivery, or disposal of property found on 
the Commission’s premises, etc. It is 
afso. provided that if any person in 
making any claim or giving any notice for 
the purposes of the Act, makes any state- 
ment which he knows to be false in a 
material particular, or recklessly makes 
any statement which is false in a material 
particular, he shall be liable to imprison- 
ment for three months, or to a fine of 
£100, or both, or a conviction of indict- 
ment to imprisonment for two years, or a 
fine of £500, or both. 

If any person contravenes any provision 
of the Act or any regulation or order 
made thereunder, he is liable to a fine of 
£100 and an additional fine of £5 for 
every day on which the contravention 
continues, 

Where any offence against the Act or 
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regulations made thereunder is committed 
by a corporate body, every director, 
general manager, secretary, or other 
similar officer shall be deemed to be 
guilty of that offence unless he proves it 
was committed without his consent or 
connivance and that he exercised all dili- 
gence to prevent the commission of that 
offence 


Railways Omitted from 
the Bill 


From a reading of the Transport Bill it 
would seem to be clear that the following 
railways are not to be acquired:— 

Ashover Light Railway. 
Barrington Light Railway. 
Cannock Chase & Wolverhampton 

Railway. 

Corringham Light Railway. 
Derwent Valley Light Railway. 
Easingwold Light Railway. 
Festiniog Railway. 

Liverpool Overhead Railway. 
North Sunderland Railway. 
Nottingham Colwick Estates 

Railway. 

Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Light 

Railway. 

Snailbeach District Light Railway. 

South Shields Marsden & Whitburn 
Colliery Light Railway. 

Stockbridge Railway. 

Talyllyn Railway. 

Trafford Park Railway. 

Mumbles Railway & Pier. 

Swansea & Mumbles Railways. 

Edge Hill Light Railway. 

Western Point Light Railway. 

Felixstowe Dock & Railway. 

Harrington & Lowca Light Railway. 

Jarrow East End Light Railway. 

Kingsnorth Light Railway. 

Milford Haven Dock & Railway. 

Saunderfoot Railway & Harbour. 

Wincham Light Railway. 


Light 





LONDON-ABERDEEN AIR SERVICE.—Since 
November 18 a weekday air service has 
been operated between London (Northolt) 
and Aberdeen by Railway Air Services 
Limited, on behalf of the British Euro- 
pean Airways Corporation. One flight 
is made daily in each direction, calling 
at Glasgow, so that, including the exist- 
ing London—Glasgow direct route, there 
are now two non-stop services between 
London and Glasgow every weekday. 





Telephone in use by fireman for communicating with 
the guard of the train 
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Proposed System of Transport Control 


A correspondent has sent us the 
diagram reproduced below showing the 
system of control which would be estab- 


lished under the proposals contained in 
the Transport Bill which is summarised on 
previous pages. 


PARLIAMENT 


Minister of Transport 
1 


| | | | 
*Transport Tribunal BRITISH TRANSPORT Coastal Shipping tCentral Transport 


(Rates & Charges) COMMISSION Advisory Consultative Committee 
(5 Members) Committee 
| Transport Users’ Consul- 
tative Committees (Pas- 
senger and/or Goods 
Traffics), one each for 
England, Scotland, and 
Wales 
7 meee i 7 
Railway Road Transport Docks & Inland CPT. Hotels 
Executive Executive Waterways Executive Executive Executive 
Note.—The Commission and each Executive is to be a body corporate with perpetual succession and common 


seal 

* Judiciary Body replacing Railway Rates Tribunal set up under Railways Act, 1921, Appeal Tribunal under 
Road & Rail Traffic Act, 1933, and modifying jurisdiction of the Railway and Canal Commission 

+ Replacing Panels set up under Ministry of Transport Act, 1919, and Transport Advisory Council under Road 
& Rail Traffic Act, 1933 








Telephones on Trains 


THE L.N.E.R. has equipped experiment- 
ally the Leeds portion of the 8.55 a.m. 
train from Kings Cross to Leeds and Brad- 
ford with a telephone enabling the engine 
crew and guard to converse en route. 

The telephone conversations are super- 
imposed on the train lighting control wires. 
Suitable coupling plugs are fixed to the 
rear of the engine tender for connecting 
to the front coach of the train. 

Telephones on the engine and in the 
guard’s brake are provided with a special 
hand set for speaking and loudspeakers 
for receiving a buzzer call when a press 
button is operated at the calling end. No 
valve amplifiers are used, as the micro- 
phones are of a special type using much 
heavier current than required for an ordi- 
nary type of telephone in order to provide 
adequate volume of sound for noisy 
situations. 

The equipment has been manufactured 
by Clifford & Snell Limited and is similar 
to that firm’s Loudaphone telephones 
which are used extensively on London 
Transport trains. 


i —— mae 





Telephone hand set and associated 

equipment installed on the loco- 

motive footplate with power supply 
battery beneath 





Installation in guard’s van showing loudspeaker on 
right of main equipment 
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The Central Line Extension 


Opening of the new tube between Liverpool Street and Strat- 
ford, the first portion of the important scheme for improving 
London’s transport to be completed in the post-war period 


N Tuesday last, December 3, the ex- 
tension of the Central Line from 
Liverpool Street to Stratford was opened 
officially by the Minister of Transport, 
and public traffic began on December 4. 
This new tube railway, 44 miles in length, 
is the first portion to be brought into 
service of the great scheme of railway 
extension and electrification in north-east 
London which is being undertaken jointly 
by London Transport and the L.N.E.R. 
The various features of the work are 
fully described in The Railway Gazette 
publication “ Improving London’s Trans- 
port” (price 5s.). Within the next two 
years further stages of the scheme will en- 
able Central Line trains to run to Lough- 
ton, Ongar, Newbury Park, and Hainault, 
partly in new tube tunnel, and partly 
over electrified L.N.E.R. surface lines. 
The constructional cost of the line be- 
tween Liverpool Street and Stratford has 
been approximately £3,500,000. It may 


be recalled that the pre-war estimates of 
cost of the programme of works for im- 
proving the transport of London, under 
Treasury agreement, envisaged an expendi- 
ture of £44,777,000, of which the North- 
East London Scheme (by far the largest 
individual scheme) absorbed £15,879,000. 

Work completed since the war will ob- 
viously cost considerably more than the 
pre-war estimate. Of the sum involved in 
the North-East London Scheme, 
£10,483,000 was the share of the L.P.T.B., 
and £5,396,000 that of the L.N.E.R. 

On the assumption that labour and 
materials are available, it is hoped that 
the line will be extended to Loughton and 
Hainault in 1947, and Newbury Park and 
Ongar in 1948. There is also another im- 
portant aspect of the scheme, namely, that 
the old Great Eastern main line of the 
L.N.E.R. is being electrified by that com- 
pany from Liverpool Street to Shenfield, 
and will make easy interchange with the 
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London Transport extension by merely 
crossing the platform at Stratford. 

A further important exchange on the 
section of line now opened is the arrange- 
ment at Mile End Station, where the new 
tube lines are on the outer sides of the 
old District Line platforms, permitting 
direct exchange across what have become 
island platforms. These new platform 
faces (and the tube lines serving them) 
were constructed under considerable engi- 
neering difficulties underneath the Mile 
End Road. The colour scheme of 
the station is green, black, and cream 
tiles. 

The remaining station on the new line 
is Bethnal Green, which is regarded as the 
prototype underground station of the 
future. It has three escalators, a spacious 
underground booking hall, and two 420-ft. 
platforms. The colour scheme on the 
platform is flame red and black tiles on 
a background of cream tiles. In the book- 
ing hall, the colour scheme is cream, grey, 
and brown tiles. This station is equipped 
throughout with fluorescent lighting. 

The principal engineering difficulties en- 
countered on this section were fully des- 
cribed and illustrated in our publication 
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Diagrammatic arrangement of new Central Line tube between Liverpool Street and Stratford in relation to 


the L.N.E.R. and the District Line. 


The track layout of the L.N.E.R. lines includes changes that are 


being made with electrification, some of which have not yet been effected, such as the reversal of the through 
and local lines out of Liverpool Street 
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“Improving London’s Transport” to 
which reference has been made already, 
but it is of interest to recall one or two 
features. East of Bethnal Green Station 
the line rises at a gradient of 1 in 45 to 
the level of the District Line platforms at 
Mile End, and in so doing leaves the 
London clay for loosely-knit ballast. 
Here, the Joosten system of chemical soil 
consolidation was adopted, whereby a 
solidifying material js injected into the soil 
to form a hood of solid ground over the 
course of the new tunnel, to facilitate the 
progress of the excavating shield and also 
to waterproof the soil. 

East of Bow Church, just beyond Mile 
End Station, the waterlogged ground of 
the old East London marshes necessitated 
the use of compressed air, and, to give 
additional cover, the tunnels were located 
as far as possible directly beneath the em- 
bankment of the L.N.E.R. main line. In 
all, some 325,000 tons of soil were ex- 
cavated. 

The running rails, which are 95-lb. bull- 
head rails rolled in lengths of 60 ft., are 
welded in the depot into 300-ft. lengths, 
and are laid in the tubes by means of a 
temporary overhead runway attached to 
the flanges of the top segments of the 
tube lining. 

The conductor rails, supported in porce- 
lain insulators, are of 130-lb. rectangular 
section. These are laid in 120-ft. lengths 
and site welded in lengths up to } mile. 

The section from Mile End to Stratford 
(13 miles) is the longest section in tunnel 
between stations on the tube lines of 
London Transport. 


Train Services 


Initially, 456 trains a day are running 
over the new line, at 4-min. intervals dur- 
ing peak hours, and at 5-min. intervals in 
off-peak hours. Later, there will be 2-min. 
services. The journey time between 
Liverpool Street and Stratford is 9 min. 
Six extra trains have been placed in ser- 
vice to handle the additional mileage—the 
first instalment of 41 additional trains 
which the complete North-East London 
Scheme involves. 

In consequence of the extension of the 
Central Line trains of London Transport 
from Liverpool Street to Stratford, the 
following alterations to L.N.E.R. sub- 
urban services will be made. 

On and from Sunday, December 8, 
Coborn Road Station will be closed. The 
last train to call there will be the 1.20 
a.m. Liverpool Street to Brentwood. The 
nearest alternative stations are Mile End 
(L.P.T.B.) and, from December 9, Bow 
Road (L.N.E.R.). 

Bethnal Green Station (L.N.E.R.) will 
cease to be served by trains running be- 
tween Liverpool Street, Stratford, and be- 
yond, after the departure of the 1.20 a.m. 
Liverpool Street to Brentwood, but will 
continue to be served by the Liverpool 
Street, Enfield Town, and Chingford line 
services, and certain Hertford line trains. 
The nearest alternative station is Bethnal 
Green (L.P.T.B.). 

On and from Monday, December 9, 
Bow Road Station (L.N.E.R.) will be re- 
opened for passenger and parcels traffic on 
weekdays only. 

Ordinary and monthly return tickets 
valid between Stratford and Liverpool 
Street or vice versa will be available by 
either L.N.E.R. or L.P.T.B. trains. 

Workmen’s and cheap day tickets issued 
to or from Liverpool Street, L.N.E.R., will 
be available alternatively by L.P.T.B. 
trains on the return journey only. 
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Workmen’s_ tickets valid between 
L.N.E.R. stations and L.P.T.B. stations 
beyond Liverpool] Street or vice versa will 
be available alternatively by either 
L.N.E.R. or L.P.T.B. trains between Strat- 
ford and Liverpool Street. 

Season tickets including availability be- 
tween Stratford and Liverpool Street will 
be available either by L.N.E.R. or 
L.P.T.B. trains. Season tickets between 
L.N.E.R. stations, Stratford and beyond, 
and Bethnal Green, L.N.E.R., and stations 
on other lines via Bethnal Green, will 
be available by L.P.T.B. trains between 
Stratford and Bethnal Green. 


New London Transport Station for 
Wood Lane 


As recorded briefly in our November 29 
issue, a new Underground station is being 
built at Wood Lane, on the Central Line 
of London Transport. When it iscompleted 
(probably by next autumn) passengers will 
use a new three-platform station with its 
just 


entrance opposite the White City 
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Track alterations and new works in con- 

nection with the replacement of Wood 

Lane Station, Central Line, by a new re- 
sited station 


stadium. A subway ensuring dry access 
to the stadium in all weathers is also to 
be built. Concrete blocks will be used 
largely in the construction so as to avoid 
competing for materials required in the 
housing programme. The new station is 
situated on Wood Lane, slightly north of 
the existing station. Although the scheme 
involves new layout of tracks, and work 
on and around the running lines, train 
services will not be interfered with. 

The present station has proved tu be a 
stumbling block to plans for running 
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trains of eight cars instead of six on the 
Central Line. It has three platforms, 
grouped in a triangle, and this layout 
means that the platform lengths cannot 
be extended to take eight-car trains. The 
new station will be a focal point for the 
staff operating the 514 miles of the Cen- 
tral Line, when the eastern and western 
extensions are completed. A new canteen 
and a staff institute are included. 

The existing Wood Lane Depot will be 
abandoned as an overhaul depot, the 
necessary maintenance work on the stock 
being transferred to new depots at Ruislip, 
on the western extension of the line, and 
at Hainault, on the Fairlop loop of the 
L.N.E.R. branch line, which is being elec- 
trified in connection with the eastern ex- 
tension of the Central Line. The site of 
the existing Wood Lane Depot will pro- 
vide sidings for stabling trains. 

The engineering works include the con- 
struction of a new cut-and-cover tunnel, 
the construction of two road bridges, 
extensive alterations and regrading of the 
permanent way, and a new signalling in- 
stallation. A feature of the new works is 
the general adoption of pre-cast concrete 
facing blocks for the retaining walls, 
bridge abutments, and similar structures. 
It was decided to make use of such blocks 
on account of the shortage of timber, and 
to avoid as far as possible the use of 
materials required for housing. 

Preliminary work on the new station 
site began on May 6, 1946, and the open- 
ing of the new platforms and station is 
scheduled to take place at the same time 
as the eastern extension of the Central 
Line to Loughton and Hainault via Wood- 
ford is opened. It is hoped the extension 
will be ready by the autumn of 1947. 


FLUORESCENT LIGHTING ON D.C. SupP- 
PLIES.—A tramcar of Sheffield Corpora- 
tion Transport has been equipped re- 
cently by the Metropolitan-Vickers Elec- 
trical Co. Ltd. with a fluorescent lighting 
system in which certain circuits are oper- 
ated from a motor-alternator, while others 
are fed direct from the 600 V d.c. traction 
supply. Unless special precautions are 
taken, fluorescent tubes on a d.c. circuit 
gradually lose their emission on account 
of the “dark end” effect caused by ac- 
cumulation of mercury at one end of the 
tube. In the Sheffield tramcar installa- 
tion, this effect is avoided by the use of 
a rotary switch to reverse the polarity 
across the tubes every time the lighting 
is switched on. There are three d.c. cir- 
cuits, comprising fifteen tubes, with ordi- 
nary incandescent lamps in series to 
stabilise the current. These stabilising 
lamps are used to illuminate the signal 
lights and air-brake gauges. The tubes 
are shunted by thermal switches, which 
open when the filaments reach the re- 
quired temperature. This causes the sud- 
den collapse of the field surrounding the 
starting chokes, which are in series with 
the tubes, and the induced voltage initiates 
the discharge. The principal differences 
between d.c. and a.c. fluorescent lighting 
circuits are, therefore: (a) the necessity for 
stabilising resistances (which may be 
lamps) on account of the low d.c. resis- 
tance of the series chokes used for start- 
ing; (b) the use in a d.c. circuit of a 
reversing switch to prevent “dark end” 
effect; and (c) the use of starting switches 
across the tubes in place of the condensers 
that may be fitted in an a.c. system when 
the frequency permits them to be of 
moderate size. 
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Recent Traction Developments in Norway 


Streamline electric and diesel-electric sets for main-line service 





S OON after the liberation of Norway, 
two express electric sets, built in the 
country before the German occupation, 
were placed in service. By judicious tam- 
pering with the mechanism, Norwegian 
engineers had been able to keep them out 
of enemy hands. Another two, construc- 
tion of which was retarded during the war, 
were completed, and are now running. 
The units, which have four 245 h.p. 
motors, consist of three coaches. One 
set runs between Oslo and Halden as the 
“@stfold Express.” The journey of 654 








miles is covered in two hours with three 
stops; most of the route is single track. 
Speeds up to 70 m.p.h. have been recorded 
in ordinary service. Some timings of this 
train, recorded by Mr. C. Hille last year, 
included a run from Moss to Onsoy, 16} 
miles, in 16 min., and from Sarpsborg to 
Halden, 174+ miles, in 15 min. 

Another set maintains a daily service 
between Oslo and Gothenburg, Sweden, 
223 miles. Oslo is left at 8.15 a.m. and 
Gothenburg reached at 1.20 p.m., a con- 
siderable advance on previous schedules. 





London Transport Spring-Borne Shoegear 


New design which has given satisfactory service 





IN our September 13 issue appeared a 

description of a steel shoebeam de- 
vised by London Transport for use on its 
rolling stock. It was mentioned that en- 
tirely new shoegear without beams was 
under consideration. 

London Transport now has evolved gear 
which, by dispensing with shoebeams, re- 
duces the unsprung weight on the wheels 
and obviates the deterioration of the usual 
type of shoegear caused by its being un- 
sprung and slung between axleboxes which 
have relative movement. 

The mechanism is carried from the 
bogie frame by a bracket attached to a 
length of channel iron. At the lower end 


of this bracket a pivot pin carries an arm 
formed by two pieces of laminated wood, 
synthetic resin-bonded and impregnated. 
The lower ends of the arm are connected 
by the bracket, bushed to carry the pin 
which also passes through holes in lugs 
cast integral with the collector shoe. The 
upper ends of the arms are connected by 
a bridge piece with a manganese steel face 
which engages, when the shoe is off the 
conductor rail, with a lever carried on a 
Silentbloc bush from a pin clamped in 
an extension of the main bracket. An 
adjustable stop mounted on the axlebox 
engages with the opposite end of the lever. 
The wing extensions on the laminated 
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The seats, two on each side of a centre 
gangway, are adjustable and have movable 
armrests. There are folding tables, adjust- 
able to suit either an individual or a party. 
A separate compartment reserved for 
smokers has movable armchairs and small 
round tables. 

No standing passengers are carried. The 
seating capacity is 165, and passengers 
must reserve seats in advance at a charge 
additional to the thrrd-class fare for the 
train. The steps for the doors at the end 
of each coach are raised automatically 
before the train starts. Heating and air 
cooling are automatic. 

Similar in internal and external appear- 
ance are four diesel-electric sets which are 
now in service on the mountainous Oslo- 
Bergen line. Their construction, also, was 
delayed during the occupation. Built by 
Strommens Verksted, they were ordered 
by the State Railways after successful 
trials had been conducted just before the 
war of two diesel railcars borrowed from 
Denmark. These, formed into a three- 
coach unit by the addition of a standard 
corridor coach between, were tested satis- 
factorily on the Oslo-Bergen, Oslo-Trond- 
heim, and Oslo-Kristiansand routes. 

The new sets, which are painted in red, 
blue, and yellow, can cover the 615-mile 
journey Oslo-Bergen-Oslo without refuel- 
ling. Of duralumin construction and 
weighing only 113 metric tons, they have 
seats for 157. A special buffet with small 
kitchen is provided. As with the electric 
sets, the seats and tables are adjustable. 


(See illustrations on opposite page) 


wood arms and the attached “ leatheroid ” 
strip are flash guards to prevent an arc 
from the shoe striking back on to the 
earthed metal of the main bracket. The 
disc on the bottom of the spring hanger 
is also provided as an arc barrier. 

With the shoe on the conductor rail, 
the manganese face of the shoe arm is 
not in contact with the lever, and the shoe, 
therefore, it is free to follow irregularities 
in the current rail and to adjust itself to 
change in truck height caused by varying 
deflection of the springs. When the col- 
lector shoe leaves the conductor rail the 
distance which it can drop is limited by 
the manganese-steel face coming into 
contact with the lever which is positioned 
by the axlebox. Lowering of the bogie 
frame through spring deflection causes the 
lever to rotate and to raise the shoe by 
an amount equal to the fall of the bogie 
frame, and vice versa. The height of the 
collector shoe relative to the running rail, 
therefore, remains constani—the desired 
condition. 

Isolation of the shoes under fault con- 
ditions generally is somewhat difficult. 
With the design illustrated, the shoe may 
be raised clear of the conductor rail by 
pushing the upper end of the arm towards 
the bogie frame. The arm is retained in 
this position by dropping over the man- 
ganese face a loop, formed from steel rod, 
which is pivoted in the channel iron support. 

The shoegear has given trouble-free ser- 
vice for some months, and on a third rail 
system should provide robust and reliable 
gear with low unsprung weight. With 
fourth rail, as on the London Transport 
railway system, the suspension of the nega- 
tive shoe and the facility of readily isolat- 
ing it presents some difficulty. The prob- 
lem is being tackled, and particulars of 
the gear evolved may be published in the 
near future. 
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Recent Traction Developments in Norway 


(See article on opposite page) 
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View of the compartment reserved for smokers in the new sets 
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Laying Pre-Assembled Water Troughs at Hademore, L.M.S.R. 





Left: Lifting 60-ft. length of new pre-assembled track for lowering on to prepared ballast. Note 
trough brackets also pre-fixed. Right: Lowering 60-ft. section of prefabricated water trough into position 
with special lifting tackle 





Newly-laid track and water trough at Hademore, between Tamworth and Lichfield, on the 
Trent Valley section of the L.M.S.R., which was relaid on November 17 with pre-assembled 
flat-bottom track and prefabricated trough sections (see article in our November 29 issue) 
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RAILWAY 


PERSONAL 


Mr. Ralph Assheton has joined the 
board of. English & Qaledonian Invest- 
ment Co. Ltd. He is a Director of the 
London & North Eastern Railway Com- 


pany. 





Mr. J. Calder Angel has been appointed 
Acting Chairman of the local committees 
of the Buenos Ayres Great Southern Rail- 
way Co. Ltd. and Buenos Ayres 
Western Railway Limited, and a 
member of the local committee 
of the Buenos Ayres Southern 
Dock Co. Ltd. Dr. A. Sanchez 
Elia. who is a member of the 
local committees of those rail- 
ways, has been appointed Chair- 
man, “local committee, Buenos 
Ayres Southern Dock Co. Ltd. 





Mr. H, D. Brydone-Jack tas 
been appointed Manager of Per- 
sonnel, Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way, in succession to Mr. George 
Hodge, retired. Mr. Brydone- 
Jack has been Acting Manager 
of Personnel since 1942. 





Mr. W. B. Hinde, Ocean 
Travel Manager of Thos. Cook 
& Son Ltd. since 1928, is retir- 
ing at the end of the year on 
medical advice. His successor 
will be Mr. Cecil Garstang, who 
joined the organisation in 1924, 
and after his return lately from 
military service became Assis- 
tant Contracts Manager. 





Mr. T. P. O’Donnell has been 
appointed Managing Engineer of 
the Mexborough & Swinton 
Traction Company, and Mr. 
S. B. Stevenson has been ap- 
pointed Cardiff & Barry Area 
Manager of the Western Welsh 
Omnibus Co. Ltd. Both ap- 
pointments are to date from 
January 1, 1947. The Mex- 
borough and Western Welsh 
Companies are B.E.T. associates. 





INDIAN RAILWAY STAFF CHANGES 

Mr. H. M. R. Morse has been 
confirmed permanently as Chief 
Mechanical Engineer, N.W.R. 

Mr. E. L. Roberts, Chief Operating 
Superintendent, M.S.M.R., has been 
granted one year’s leave preparatory to 
tetirement as from July 1. 

Mr. H. J. Allinson, Chief Electrical 
Engineer, E.I.R., has been granted ex- 
tended leave preparatory to retirement for 
one year and ten months as from Sep- 
tember 3. 

Mr. R. C. Sen has been appointed to 
officiate as Chief Electrical Engineer; 
E.LR., as from Augu:t 6. 

Mr. W. de Bruyn has been confirmed 
as Chief Electrical Engineer, M.S.M.R., as 
from July 1. 

Mr. W. Jolly, Financial Adviser & Chief 
Accounts Officer, M.S.M.R., returned 
from leave and resumed duty as from 
July 15 

Mr. Evan Evans, late Operating Mana- 
ger (Railways), London Passenger Trans- 
port Board, has joined the Bell Punch Co. 
Ltd., as Consultant in connection with the 
development and application of ticket 
Printing and issuing machines and other 
ancillary equipment for railway use. 
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Mr. John J. Pelley, whose death at the 
age of 68 was recorded in our Novem- 
ber 15 issue, had been President of the 
Association of American Railroads since 
its inception in 1934. Mr. Pelley, who 
was born at Anna, Illinois, commenced 
his career as a school teacher, but took 
up railway service in 1899, when he joined 
the Illinois Central System as a station 
clerk at Anna. After holding a number 
of positions with that railway, he was ap- 





The late Mr. J. J. Pelley 


President, Association of American Railroads, 
1934-46 


pointed General Superintendent, Southern 
Lines, in 1917. He was General Superin- 
tendent, Northern Lines, 1919-20, and in 
the latter year became Chairman of the 
Committee on Car Service of the Ameri- 
can Railway Association (now merged in 
the Association of American Railroads), a 
position he held until 1923. In that year 
Mr. Pelley was appointed General Man- 
ager, and in 1924 became Vice-President 
in charge of Operation, of the Illinois 
Central. He left the latter position in 
1926, to become President of the Central 
of Georgia Railway and of the Ocean 
Steamship Company of Savannah, and 
im 1929 he was appointed President of the 
New York, New Haven & Hartford Rail- 
road. He became the first President of 
the Association of American Railroads in 
1934. During the recent war Mr. Pelley 
served as principal contact between the 
railways and the Government, and last 
March he received the Medal for Merit 
for his wartime services. He also received 
the Treasury Silver Medal and a certifi- 
cate of appreciation from the War De- 
partment. 
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NEWS SECTION 


Mr. W. W. Hackett, a Director of the 
company since 1922, has resigned from 
the board of Tube Investments Limited. 





G.W.R. STAFF CHANGES 

Mr. H. R. Webb, Assistant Stores 
Superintendent, Swindon, to be Stores 
Superintendent, Swindon, on the retire- 
ment of Mr. G, F. Boxall, from January 
1, 1947. 

Mr. B. L. Macassey, Assistant Divisional 
Superintendent, Exeter, to be 
Assistant Divisional Superinten- 
dent, Cardiff. 

Mr. H. L. Squire, Chief Clerk, 
District Traffic Manager’s Office, 
Plymouth, to be Assistant Divi- 
sional Superintendent, Exeter. 

Mr. G. V. Harrison, Buyer, 
Paddington, to be Assistant to 
the Hotels & Catering Manager, 
Paddington. 





RAILWAY ASSESSMENT 
AUTHORITY 
Mr. F. L. Bristow, P.A.S.L., 


has been appointed Clerk of the 
Railway Assessment Authority, 
on the resignation of Mr. A. E. 
Joll, who has served in that capa- 
city since the Authority was con- 
stituted in 1930. and who has 
now been appointed an Assistant 
Secretary in the Ministry of 
Health. Mr. Bristow also has 
been with the Authority since 
1930, and he has been Act- 
ing Clerk of the Authority since 
July, 1945, when Mr. Joll was 
seconded to the Control Com- 
mission for Germany as Director 
of Housing (Man Power Divi- 
sion) for the British Zone. 





We regret to record the death, 
on November 22, at the age of 
76, of Sefior Atanasio Iturbe, 
who was Chairman of the local 
committee of the Central Argen- 
tine Railway Limited from 1933 
until his retirement in 1944. 





AFRICAN RAILWAYS & 
HARBOURS 


SOUTH 


Mr. H. M. K. Greenwood, 
Assistant Engineer (Mechanical), 
Johannesburg, has been ap- 


pointed Assistant Advisory Engi- 
neer, London. 

Mr. W. A. Timmerman has been ap- - 
pointed Superintendent, South African 
Supply Office, Washington. 

Brigadier J. B. Bester has been ap- 
pointed Chief Superintendent of Police. 

Mr. J. S. Greeff has been appointed 
System Electrical Engineer, Kimberley. 





Among those recently elected Associate 
Members of the Institution of Mechani- 
cal Engineers are Messrs. E. A. F. 
Bazeley, Road Motcr Maintenance Sec- 
tion, Southern Railway; Gordon Gibson, 
Chief Mechanical Engineer, Tanganyika 
Government Railways; B. P. Hira, Assis- 
tant Chief Controller (Specifications & 
Records), Central Standards Office, Rail- 
way Board, India; G. O. Urion, Assistant 


Chief Mechanical Engineer, Nigerian 
Railway; and G. M. Vibart, Overseas 
Representative, Locomotive Manufac- 


turers’ Association. Among those trans- 
fered from associate membership to full 
membership of the Institution is Mr. 
A. F. Walters, Assistant Director of Dis- 
posals, Ministry of Supply. 
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Mr. B. B. Lewis, M.A. (Architecture), 
F.R.I.B.A., Architect to the Great West- 
ern Pailway, who has resigned from that 
position on being appointed the first Pro- 
fessor of Architecture in the University of 
Melbourne, Victoria, was born in Tasmania 
in 1906. He was educated at Wesley Col- 
lege, Melbourne, and Melbourne Uni- 
versity, and obtained the degree of Bache- 
lor of Architecture and the War 
Memorial Scholarship and Lloyd Exhibi- 
tion. Later he spent two years at Liver- 
pool University, studying town planning 
and architecture, and obtained the degree 
of M.A. (Architecture), and the Honan 
Scholarship of the Liverpool Architectural 
Society, enabling him to study in Scan- 
dinavia. In 1931 he was awarded the 
“Victory ” Medal and Scholarship of the 





Elliott) [& Fry 


Mr. B. B. Lewis 


Architect, G.W.R., 1945-46; appointed Professor 
of ‘Architecture, Melbourne University 


Royal Institute of British Architects, and 
spent some months studying in Spain. 
After office experience in Melbourne, 
Singapore and London, he joined the 
Great Western Railway in the Architect's 
Department in 1930; he was appointed 
Junior Assistant in 1934, and Assistant in 
1938. In 1940 Mr. Lewis joined the Aus- 
tralian Imperial Forces, and served with 
engineering field companies in the ranks 
until commissioned. He saw active ser- 
vice in North Africa, Syria and the Paci- 
fic before being released to rejoin the 
G.W.R. in 1943 as Chief Assistant Archi- 
tect, which position he held until ap- 
pointed Architect in September, 1945. 





GauGce & Toot Apvisory COUNCIL 


A Gauge & Tool Advisory Council has 
been formed, which will have as its offi- 
cial Chairman Mr. S. F. Steward, who is 
also Chairman of the Machine Tool Advi- 
sory Council, and twelve members, includ- 
ing nine drawn from the gauge and tool 
industry, two representing the trades 
unions, and one independent industrialist, 
as follow:— 

Messrs. R. A. Balfour (Arthur Balfour & 
‘ A. Bell, A. Dormer (Sheffield 
Twist Drill & Steel Co. Ltd.), F. W. 
Halliwell (Arnott & Harrison Limited), S. J. 
Harley (Coventry Gauge & Tool Co. Lid.), 
H. S. Holden (Brooke Tool Manufacturing 
Co. Ltd.), A. E. Morrison (Moore & Wright 
(Sheffield) Limited), S. W. Rawson (Thos. 


Firth & John Brown Limited), Major-General 
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E. P. Readman (English Steel Corporation 
Limited), Messrs. H. N. Harrison (National 
Industrial Officer, National Union of General 
& Municipal Workers), V. E. Wymans Re- 
gional Officer, Amalgamated Engineering 
Union), and B. C. Westall (Thomas De La 
Rue & Co. Ltd.). 

In addition, the Government departments 
principally concerned will be represented. 


Mr. S. Williams, M.I.R.S.E., Signalling 
Assistant to Signal & Telegraph Engineer, 
Watford H.Q., L.M.S.R., who, as recorded 
in our October 4 issue, has been ap- 
pointed Divisional Signal & Telegraph 
Engineer, Manchester, joined the Signal 
Department, L.N.W.R., at Crewe in 1906. 
During the war of 1914-18 he served 
overseas as a Territorial with the Royal 
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to the General Manager, Paraguay Cen- 
tral Railway, in 1925, and from 1928 to 
1937 was Assistant Mechanical Engineer 
of the company. He was appointed Chief 
Mechanical Engineer in 1937. 


mr; FR Fisher, Assistant District 
Operating Manager, Liverpool, L.M.S.R.. 
who, as recorded in our November 1 issue, 
has been appointed District Operating 
Manager, Rugby, entered the company’s 
service in 1928, and, after servine at 
various stations and in the staff office at 
Derby, obtained operating experience on a 
shunting analysis committee covering the 
Western Division, as Assistant Signalmen’s 
Inspector at Bangor and Willesden, and 
as Runner at Euston. He was appointed 
Assistant District Controller, — Peier- 





Mr. S. Williams 


Appointed Divisional Signal & Telegraph 
Engineer, Manchester, L.M.S.R. 


Artillery; he was mentioned in dispatches, 
and was demobilised with the rank of 
Captain in September, 1919, after which 
he returned to his pre-war duties at Crewe. 
From. 1920 his services were on loan to 
the Ministry of Transport for the remain- 
ing period of Government control of the 
railways, and he then returned to the 
L.N.W.R. at Crewe. In 1929 Mr. 
Williams was appointed Signal Assistant 
to Divisional Signal & Telegraph Engi- 
neer, Derby, L.M.S.R., and in 1931 he 
became Development Assistant (Outdoor) 
to Signal & Telegraph Engineer at head- 
quarters. He was made New Works 
Assistant at headquarters at Euston in 
1937, and Indoor Assistant (Signals) at 
headquarters in 1943. Mr. Williams was 
appointed Signalling Assistant at head- 
quarters in 1944. He is a Member of 
Council of the Institution of Railway 
Signal Engineers. 





Mr. L. H. Maidman, Secretary of 
Specialloid Limited, has been appointed 
to the board. He is also a Director of 
Specialloid (Canada) Limited. 

Mr. F. L. Stafford, who until last year 
was Chief Mechanical Engineer of the 
Paraguay Central Railway, has_ been 
appointed to the senior technical staff of 
the Aluminium Development Association 
as Railway Transport Engineer. Mr. 
Stafford was appointed Technical Assistant 


Mr. P. J. Fisher 


Appointed District Operating Manager, 
Rugby, L.M.S.R. 


borough, in 1936, and moved to Rugby 
in 1938 in a similar capacity. Mr. Fisher 
served in Railway Operating Units, R.E., 
in France and Flanders in 1940. After 
service both in headquarters and in units 
in West Africa, he was Assistant Director 
of Transportation with the rank of Lt.- 
Colonel in Italy and South East Asia. On 
release from military service in October, 
1945, he was appointed Assistant District 
Operating Manager, Liverpool. 





Mr. Walter Woodbine Parish has re- 
tired from the Chairmanship of the Vulcan 
Foundry Limited, but will remain a mem- 
ber of the board. Mr. F. S. Whalley, 
Vice-Chairman & Managing Director, has 
been appointed Chairman. 


We regret to record the death on 
December 3, at the age of 68, of Mr. 
Edward Maltby Bland, C.M.G., who was 
General Manager of the Nigerian Rail- 
way from 1918 to 1933. 


A deputation from the Society of Engi- 


neers, consisting of Mr. Frank Parfett 
(immediate Past-President), Mr. A. E. 
Turner (President), and Messrs. V. S. 


Wigmore and W. R. Howard (Vice- -Presi- 
dents) waited on Mr. Winston Churchill in 
the House of Commons recently and pre- 
sented him with his certificate of Honor- 
ary Fellowship of the Society of Engineers. 
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ENGINEER & RAILWAY STAFF Corps, R.E. 
(T.A.), ANNUAL DINNER 


The annual dinner of the Engineer & 
Railway Staff Corps, R.E. (T.A.), was held 
on December 2 at the Dorchester Hotel, 
Park Lane, London, W.1, when Colonel 
Sir James Milne (Officer Commanding) 
presided. The guests were:— 


Colonel Lord Nathan, General Sir Richard 
O’Connor, General Sir Daril Watson, Lt.- 
General F. E. W. Simpson, Lt.-General Sir 
Sidney Kirkman, Lt.-General Sir Frederick 
Browning, Lt.-General the Hon. Sir Richard 
Montagu-Stuart-Wortley, Major-General R. 
E. Urquhart, Major-General Sir Eustace 
Tickell, Major-General H. P. W. Hutson, 
Brigadier R. F. O’D. Gage, and Sir Eric 
Speed. 

The other officers present were :— 

Colonels Sir Peirson Frank, Sir Jonathan 
Davidson, Sir William Halcrow, Sir Charles 
Newton, V. A. M. Robertson, Sir Eustace 
Missenden, Sir Douglas Ritchie, Sir William 
Wood, W. H. Morgan, A. S. Quartermaine, 
M. G. J. McHaffie, Sir Herbert Walker, Sir 


Cyril Kirkpatrick, and G. S. Szlumper; Lt.- 
Colonels G. Ellson, W. K. Wallace, R. J. M. 
Inglis, J. Elliot, W. H. Bateman, T. W. 


Royle, R. P. Biddle, K. W. C. Grand, C. M. 
Norrie, A. J. Lyddon, H. F. Cronin, D. M. 
Watson, J. C. L. Train, L. Leighton, S. H. 
Fisher, V. M. Barrington-Ward, P. Croom- 
Johnson, and G. E. Rhodes; Majors C. J. 
Selway, F. E. Wentworth-Sheilds, H. Firth, 
D. E. Cameron, W. H. S. Tripp, F. M. 
Fuller, G. B. Barton, J. Briggs, R. M. T. 
Richards, R. McAlpine, C. E. Boast, W. S. 
Graff- Baker, W. C. Clemens, A. Dean, 
G. R. Fenton, H. Rudgard, C. -A. Wilson, 
G. K. Bell, S. E. Parkhouse, E. Granter, W. 
Wood, H. A. Short, H. A. Watson, R. F. 
Hindmarsh, and H. B. Smith-Cresswell; and 
Mr. R. D. Bacon (Honorary Secretary). 





L.M.S.R. STAFF CHANGES 

Mr. F. C. Johansen, Engineering Re- 
search Officer, Derby, to be Deputy Scien- 
tific Research Manager, Derby. 

Mr. H. A. Yates, Supervisory Commer- 
cial Representative, District Goods Mana- 
ger’s Office, Broad Street, to be Chief Pas- 
senger & Goods Show Representative, 
Chief Commercial Manager’s Office, Wat- 
ford H.Q., in place of Mr. A. H. Harding, 
retired, 

Mr. K. Cameron, District Locomotive 
Superintendent, Perth, to be District Loco- 
motive Superintendent, Corkerhill, in place 
of Mr. J. W. Gibson, retired. 

Mr. W. Russell, Assistant District Loco- 


- motive Superintendent, Polmadie, succeed- 


ing Mr. K. Cameron as District Locomo- 
tive en Perth. ; 
Mr. M’Crae, Assistant District Loco- 


motive gre al scerg St. Rollox, to be 


Assistant District Locomotive Superin- 
tendent, Polmadie. 
Mr. L. Welborn, Running Foreman, 


Motive Power Depot, St. Rollox, to be 
Assistant District Locomotive Superinten- 
dent, St. Rollox. 

Mr. W. Wright, Yardmaster, Aintree, 
to be Stationmaster and Yardmaster, Miles 
Platting & Park, in place of Mr. W. 
Porter, retired. 


Mr. E. Lang, Yardmaster, Salford 
(Windsor Bridge), succeeding Mr. W 
Wright, as Yardmaster, Aintree. 


Mr. J. Howson, Stationmaster & Goods 
Agent, Low Moor, to be Yardmaster, 
Salford (Windsor Bridge). 


Mr. J. W. Wolfendale, Stationmaster, 


Chorley, also in charge of Chorley 
R.O.F., to be Stationmaster & Goods 
Agent, Low Moor. 


Mr. E. E. Price, Passenger & Goods 
Show Canvasser, Chief Commercial Mana- 
ger’s Office, Watford H.Q., to be Parcels 
Agent, Birmingham (New Street), 

Mr. F. J. Evans, Chief Booking Clerk, 
Birmingham (New ‘Street), ‘to be Passenger 
Agent, Birmingham (New Street). 
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The Central Line Extension Opening 


The opening ceremony, by the Minister 
of Transport, of the first section of the 
Eastern Extension of the Central Line 
tube, from Liverpool Street to Stratford, 
took place on the eastbound platform of 
Liverpool Street tube station at 3 p.m. on 
Tuesday, after a reception by the Minister 
(the Rt. Hon. Alfred Barnes) in the Aber- 
corn Rooms. A special train with guests 
traversed the new line (described in an 
article on pages 638-639), and oppor- 
tunity was afforded for inspecting Bethnal 
Green Station and the platform inter- 
change arrangements at Mile End and 
Stratford. Lord Ashfield was prevented 
by indisposition from attending: among 
those present were :— 


Mr. Alfred Barnes (Minister of Transport) 
with Mrs. Barnes and Miss Paddy Barnes; 
Mr. John Cliff (Chairman of the L.C.C. and 
a Member of the London Passenger Trans- 
port Board), with other members of the 
Board; Sir Ronald W. Matthews (Chairman, 
L.N.E.R.); Sir Robert A. Burrows (Chair- 
man, L.M.S.R.); the Earl of Dudley (Deputy 
Chairman, G.W.R.); Mr. W. K. Whigham 
(Deputy Chairman, L.N.E.R.) and Mrs. 
Whigham ; Lord Wigram (Director, 
L.M.S.R.); Sir Charles H. Newton (Chief 
General Manager, L.N.E.R.); Sir William V. 
Wood (President, L.M.S.R.); Sir James 
Milne (General Manager, G.W.R.) and Lady 
Milne. 

Mr. Ralph Assheton (Member of Parlia- 
ment for the City of London); and the 
Men bers for Bethnal Green (South West), 
Bethnal Green (North East), Shoreditch, 
Stepney (Mile End), and West Ham (Strat- 
ford), together with the Mayors,. Town 
Clerks, and Engineers of the Boroughs of 
Shoreditch, Stepney, Bethnal Green, Foster, 
and West Ham; Mr. J. A. Kay (Editor, The 
Railway Gazette); Mr. D. R. Lamb (Editor, 
Modern Transport). 

Mr. G. R. Strauss (Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Ministry of Transport) and Mrs. 
Strauss; Sir Cyril Hurcomb (Permanent Sec- 
retary, M.O.T.) and Lady Hurcomb; Sir 
Reginald Hill (Deputy Permanent Secretary, 
M.O.T.) and Lady Hill; Lt.-Colonel Sir Alan 
Mount (Chief Inspecting Officer of Railways, 
M.O.T.); Mr. F. j ~~ (Public 
Relations Officer, M.O.T.); G. F. Sted- 
man (Under Secretary, had & Rail Trans- 
port, M.O.T.); Lt.-Colonel E. Woodhouse 
(Inspector of Railways, M.O.T.) and Mrs. 


— 

J. H. Forshaw (Chief Architect, 
Ministry of Health); Professor Sir Charles 
Inglis and Mr. Geoffrey Crowther (Members 
of the Railway (London Plan) Committee); 
Messrs. J. Binks (President, N.U.R.); J. 
Benstead (General Secretary, N.U.R.); H. E. 
Bidwell (President, A.S.L.E. & F.); and P. 
Morris, M.P. (President, R.C.A.). 


L.N.E.R. Officers 

Messrs. O. H. Corble (Assistant General 
Manager (Ancillary Services)); C. P. Hopkins 
(Assistant General Manager (Traffic & 
Statistics)); H. H. Halliday (Assistant 
General Manager (Staff); J. C. L. Train 
(Chief Engineer); H. W. H. Richards (Chief 
Electrical Engineer); V. M. Barrington-Ward 
(Divisional General Manager (Southern 
Area)); M. R. Bonavia (Assistant to Chief 
General Manager); George Dow (Press Rela- 
tions Officer); W. H. Johnson (Secretary) ; 
A. E. Tattersall (Assistant Chief Engineer 
(Signals)); G. B. Barton (Engineer (Lon- 
don)); E. W.  Rostern (Superintendent 
(Southern Area)); C. G. G. Dandridge ~~ 
senger Manager (Southern Area)); L. 
Glenister (Chief Accountant). 


L.M.S.R. Officers 
Messrs. G. L. Darbyshire (Vice-President) ; 
J. O’Neill (Advertising & Publicity Officer); 
G. Morton (Chief Accountant). 


G.W.R. Officers 


Messrs. G. E. Orton (Chief Officer_ for 
Public Relations); C. R. Dashwood (Chief 
Accountant). 


Southern Railway Officers 


Messrs. E. C. Cox (Retired Traffic Man- 
ager); V. A. M. Robertson (Chief Civil 
Engineer). 


L.P.T.B. Officers 

Messrs. J. H. Brebner (Chief Public Rela- 
tions & Publicity Officer); P. Croom-Johnson 
(Chief Engineer); A. B. B. Valentine (Oper- 
ating Manager (Rlys.)); W. S. Graff-Baker 
(Chief Mechanical Engineer (Rlys.)); F. A. A. 
Menzler (Chief Development & Research 
Officer); H. S. Chapman (Assistant Secre- 
tary), A. Bull (Acting Chief Staff & Wel- 
fare Officer); C. E. Dunton (Permanent Way 
oe oe (Rlys.)); R. Dell (Signal Engineer) ; 
T Hutchings (Superintendent—Indoor 

A. J. Webb (Superintendent—Out- 
C. A. Lyon (Press & Publi- 
Evan Evans. 


(Riys. )); 
door (Rlys.)); 
cations Officer); A. R. Cooper; 

After the return to Liverpoo] Street, tea 
was served in the Hamilton Hall (Aber- 
corn Rooms) under the chairmanship of 
Mr. John Cliff, a Member of the London 
Passenger Transport Board. He outlined 
the great scheme for improving London’s 
transport which was planned in 1935 by 
the L.P.T.B. and the main-line railways. 
(Full details of this are given in The Rail- 
way Gazette book entitled “ Improving 
London’s Transport,” price 5s.). Mr. Cliff 
added that it cost about £800,000 to build 
and equip a mile of tube railway before 
the war, but that nowadays the figure was 
nearer £1,500,000 a mile. He paid tribute 
to the engineers, contractors, and their 
staffs, and indeed all concerned, and said 
that London experience and skill in build- 
ing underground railways had_ benefited 
the local transport systems of both New 
York and Moscow. 

The Minister of Transport also spoke of 
the extent of the scheme, of which this was 
the first portion to be »rought into use 
since the war, and advocated bold planning 
to meet the probable effects of redevelop- 
ment, and the social, economic, and cul- 
tural aims of replanning. 

Sir Ronald Matthews, Chairman of the 
L.N.E.R., welcomed the presence of the 
Minister of Transport. However much 
Sir Ronald and his colleagues might dis- 
agree with the Minister on major questions 
of policy—and he could not disguise the 
fact that considerable differences did exist 
—they had, nevertheless, learned during 
the past eighteen months to appreciate the 
Minister's “deep sincerity and other per- 
sonal qualities. 

Sir Ronald Matthews continued that he 

had read with great interest of the diffi- 
culties with which the engineers had to 
cope in driving the tunnels through which 
the inaugural train had passed that after- 
noon. The device of injecting quantities 
f “ freezing mixture ” into the loose sub- 
scil, to solidify it around the tunnels, re- 
called to his mind the difficulties ex- 
perienced more than a century ago by the 
early engineers who built the Eastern 
Counties Railway from Shoreditch to 
Chelmsford and Colchester. These Strat- 
ford marshes provided the railway engi- 
neer, Braithwaite, with a problem rather 
similar to that which had confronted 
George Stephenson in crossing the famous 
Chat Moss between Liverpool and, Man- 
chester. They swallowed up thousands of 
tons of material dumped on them to form 
an embankment, and the engineer found 
to his dismay that even after the embank- 
ment has ceased to sink into the ground it 
refused to hold together and spread out 
over the surface. The resourceful Braith- 
waite then built a wooden staging, on the 
top of which the wagons were run, to dis- 
charge the earth. The staging helped to 


(Continued on page 648) 
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The Severn Road Bridge 


The proposed Severn road bridge to 
cross the River Severn between Beachley 
and Aust, to the north of the Severn 
Tunnel, will be of the suspension type, 
as that readily lends itself to the large 
3,000-ft. centre span required, and it 
will be designed to carry a maximum load 
of 150 tons. In addition to the central 
span for shipping, there will be two side 
spans of about 1,000 ft. each. The vertical 
clearance provided for shipping will be 
110 ft. above high water near the towers 
and about 120 ft. in the centre. 

The structure will be the largest suspen- 
sion bridge in Europe, and the span of 
3,000 ft. compares with such bridges in the 
United States as the Golden Gate (4,200 
ft.), the George Washington (3,500 ft.), the 
Bronx-Whitestone (2,300 ft.), and the San 
Francisco-Oakland (2,310 ft.). 

Concrete anchorages to take the pull of 
the main cables wll be each about 250 ft. 
long by about 130 ft. wide. They will be 
of massive and simple construction, with 
relief given by recessed vertical faces. The 
piers, about 200 ft. long by about 60 ft. 
wide, will be also of cencrete, with granite 
facing near the top. 

The towers which support the main 
cables will be of steel, and will rest-on the 
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is for navigation purposes and provides for 


a headway of 52 ft. above high water mark. 


Messrs. Mott, Hay & Anderson, 
MM.Inst.C.E., with whom are associated 
Messrs. Freeman, Fox & Partners. 
MM.Inst.C.E., are the consulting en- 
gineers. The consulting architect is Sir 
Percy Thomas, PP.R.I.B.A. Detailed 
drawings for the scheme, including both 
bridges, are being submitted to the Royal 
Fine Art Commission. 


Capital ¢ Goods and the Export 
Trade 


At the conference held by the Federa- 
tion of British Industries in London re- 
cently, Lt.-Colonel H. B. Riggall, Mem- 
ber of the F.B.I. Grand Council and 
Assistant Managing Director of Ruston 
& Hornsby Limited, read a paper in 
which he dealt mainly with the part the 
engineering industry has played, and can 
still play, in the drive for the export 
market. 

The engineering industry, he said, has 
always been a substantial exporter of its 
products. In the future, moreover, a 
special responsibility will rest with the 
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thereby their potential export market is 
being reduced as a result of manufactur- 
ing capacity being built up abroad by 
British machinery. 

New intending exporters should 
quaint themselves with the special charac- 
teristics of each market, and those who 
have already, carried on export trade 
should become personally aware of thx 
changed post-war technical conditions. 

From experience, many manufacturers 
are convinced that the best form in which 
such research can be undertaken is by 
means of frequent visits by their senio: 
members possessing requisite knowledge to 
Overseas territories. There is scope fo: 
investigation as to the desirability of 
extending the idea of groups of mani 
facturers, or even a section of an indus- 
try, sponsored by its appropriate trade 
association, combining to survey differen 
export markets. 

British products will be in demand 
Overseas countries because of their suit- 
ability for the purpose for which they ar 
made, and by reason of the excellence o} 
their design. 

Manufacturers in this country § ap- 
preciate the importance of good 
esthetic design, not only as a vital tech- 
nical requirement, but as a vigorous sales 











An artist’s impressiorw of the proposed Severn road bridge 


above-mentioned piers. They will rise to 
a height of 450 ft. above high water. Each 
will consist of two legs about 30 ft. by 
30 ft.. braced by two panels at roadway 
level at the top, and at about 70 ft. above 
the rozdway. In the centre of the panel 
above the roadway the arms of Wales will 
be picked out in bright colours on fhe Eng- 
lish side, and the arms of England will be 
depicted similarly on the Welsh side. The 
remainder of the steelwork of the bridge 
will be painted light grey. The accommo- 
dation provided for road traffic will con- 
sist of two carriageways, each 2? ft. in 
width; two cycle tracks, each 9 ft. wide; 
and two footpaths, each 6 ft. wide. 

The total length of the bridge and of the 
approach roads on both sides of the 
Severn estuary, including a bridge over the 
mouth of the Wye, will be about 8 miles. 
The cost will be about £7,500.000. The 
approach roads have been planned to con- 
nect the main road from Gloucester to 
Bristol (A.38) on the east side of the 
estuary with that from Gloucester to South 
Wales (A.48) on the west side. The bridge 
will form an important link in the future 
road development of this area. The future 
new roads to Newnort and London, and 
from Bristol to Gloucester and Birming- 
ham, are shown by broken lines on the 
map on p2ge 630. 

The bridge over the Wye will have six 
spans of 150 ft., two spans of 175 ft., and 
a central span of 200 ft. The central span 


manufacturers of engineering products, as 
although the figures of exports recently 
published afford some ground for satis- 
faction, they ought not to give rise to a 
spirit of complacency, and we are still a 
long way from the target. 

The export tonnage of machinery in the 
first nine months of 1946 is virtually equal 
to the total recorded for the correspond- 
ing period of 1938, and among certain 
items of machinery, such as locomotives, 
complete motorcars, commercial motor 
vehicles, agricultural machinery, and 
marine internal combustion engines, there 
were significant increases in the post-war 
exports as compared with pre-war. 

The restriction of consumer goods for 
the home market is having a detrimental 
effect on incentive to effort. While it is 
recognised that the satisfaction of the de- 
mand for capital equipment overseas is 
of prime importance, doubts are increas- 
ingly expressed as to whether sufficient 
discrimination is being exercised or a pro- 
per balance maintained between the ex- 
port of capital equipment as against con- 
sumer goods, 

Manufacturers of goods for domestic 
consumption are experiencing great diffi- 
culty in obtaining the machinery to enable 
them to manufacture, not only for home, 
but for export; in other words, they are 
being prevented from expanding by lack 
of the very machinery which, it is sug- 
gested, is being so freely exported, and 


factor, and, other things being equal, the 
appearance of an article will usually effect 
its sale. 

Too much stress cannot be laid on the 
importance of providing adequate facilities 
for obtaining spare parts, which, coupled 
with simple design, will enable them to be 
replaced with the greatest ease by the 
type of labour available in the overseas 
market. 

Adequate and rapid servicing arrange- 
ments can usually be provided for the 
home customer, direct from the factory. 
but in the export trade, where dis- 
tances are great and communications fre- 
quently indifferent, the problem of first- 
rate after-sales service assumes an over- 
riding importance. Machinery should be 
issued with a complete set of carefully 
itemised spare-part drawings. 


A LESSON FROM AMERICA 

The methods of some American ex- 
porters of machinery show a real under- 
standing of needs in this respect and are 
well worth studying. The necessity for 
leaving ample working space in farts 
where adjustments may have to be made. 
or worn parts renewed, is not always 
realised. Rapid dismantling and re-assem- 
bling is a most important consideration 
and it should never be lost sight of. Ade- 
quate servicing facilities is another factor 
which may influence a decision when 
selecting plant or machinery. 
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The development of local industries in 
the Dominions and other countries 
abroad may, in certain directions, tend ‘o 
diminish our share of export trade, or 
alter its composition. That will be a 
result of the natural inclination of over- 
seas countries to produce for themselves. 
Inevitably, this progress must be ex- 
pected; equally, it will lead to diversifica- 
tion of demand. 

It is rather for this country to encourage 
them, by providing technical knowledge 
and manufacturing technique, to make 
general-purpose equipment for themselves, 
whilst we press on with the manufacture 
of the higher grade and more complicated 
products in which our technical skill can 
be used to the greatest advantage. 


STANDARD OF DESIGN 

As regards the engineering industry, it 
is essential that high standard of design 
and craftsmanship should be maintained, 
as on this in the long run depends our 
ability to meet the competition of large 
mass-produced equipment of other coun- 
tries which, while it may be serviceable, 
is by our standards relatively inefficient 
for many purposes and sometimes of 
lower grade. 

It is encouraging to 
trade unions are impressing this truth 
on their members. Our policy, then, 
should be to design and produce the more 
specialised machinery which cannot be 
manufactured with inferior supervision, 
methods, or materials. 

As industry becomes assured of the per- 
manency of increased demand for home 
and export, productive capacity must be 
developed by improving efficiency or en- 
larging plant and equipment, or by a com- 
bination of both, as was done during the 
war. The economic structure of some of 
our industries is not conducive to maxi- 
mum efficiency, and these will have to 
embark on_ large-scale increases in 
mechanisation. 

Both specialist and mass-production 
methods should be used to secure opti- 
mum production. The war has shown 
that, whilst maintaining its reputation for 
high quality, British industry can engage 
in mass production as capably as can the 
industries of other countries, though as a 
general rule this must be based on a large 
and continued demand in the home riar- 
ket. 

War experience and foreign competition 
have compelled us to limit the range and 
types of our products and produce fewer 
types in greater quantities under a system 
of batch production. The peculiarly 
British combination of world-wide ex- 
perience of overseas requirements, specia- 
lised craftsmanship, and batch production 
gives British engineering methods a flexi- 
bility not possible to the American mass- 
production system. In the development of 
specialised products the small firms have 
a great opportunity. 


find that the 


REASONABLE WORKING CONDITIONS 

The present unprecedented demand <an- 
not endure for ever, and before embark- 
ing on large sums for new developments 
and increased production, manufacturers 
must not only satisfy themselves of con- 
tinuity of demand for home and export 
in more normal times, but also must have 
reasonable conditions in which to carry on 
their work. 

The many hindrances which prevent ex- 
pansion must be removed, chief amongst 
which is uncertainty. Plans for develop- 
ment cannot be made so long as doubts 
exist as to the future status of the engi- 
neering industry. 
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Minimising London’s 


The campaign to improve London 
travel conditions by staggering work- 
ing hours is being pushed forward. Steps 
are being taken to bring together local 
authorities, business men, and representa- 
tives of workers in preliminary meetings 
to set up 14 Local Transport Groups in- 
the Central London area. After this, it is 
expected that the groups soon will begin 
work on assembling data on the working 
hours of thousands of individual firms, an 
essential preliminary to staggering. To 
demonstrate to the groups the task before 
them, a peak-hour graph showing for the 
first time exactly what happens in London 
rail travel has been prepared for their 
use. 

The graph, which is based on special 
research made into the November, 1946, 
traffic returns, illustrates the number of 
persons who today enter and leave under- 
ground stations in Central London at each 
quarter-hour period in the peak hours. The 
numbers of passengers in each quarter- 
hour are approximately as follows :— 


8.30 a.m.—8.45 a.m. ... 36,000 
8.45 a.m.—9.00 a.m. ... 62,000 
9.00 a.m.—9.15 a.m. ... 60,000 
9.15 a.m.—9.30 a.m. ... 53,000 
9.30 a.m.—9.45 a.m. ... 42,000 
4.45 p.m.—5.CO p.m. ... 36,000 
5.00 p.m.—5.1I5 p.m. ... 67,500 
5.15 p.m.—5.30 p.m. ... 60,000 
5.30 p.m.—5.45 p.m. ... 77,500 
5.45 p.m.—6.00 p.m. .. 50,000 
6.0 p.m.—6.15 p.m. ... a ... 41,000 
These figures reveal that there is an 


day, between 5.30 p.m. and 5.45 p.m., 
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Peak-Hour Problem 


when 77,500 persons enter stations. By 
contrast, in the next quarter-hour from 
5.45 p.m. to 6.0 p.m., little more than 
50,000 enter stations, and between 6.0 p.m. 
and 6.15 p.m. the total is only just over 
half that of the big 5.30 p.m.-5.45 p.m. 
peak. There is a second acute peak be- 
tween 5.0 p.m. and 5.15 p.m. when 67,500 
enter stations; this again is almost double 
the number in the quarter-hour between 
4.45 p.m. and 5.0 p.m. The great varia- 
tion in the traffic between 5.0 p.m. and 
6.0 p.m. is shown by the following facts: 
the 5.30 p.m.-5.45 p.m. peak is 15 per 
cent. higher than the 5.0 p.m.-5.15 p.m. 
traffic, 33 per cent. higher than the 5.15 
p.m.-5.30 p.m. traffic, and 50 per cent. 
higher than the 5.45 p.m.-6.0 p.m. traffic. 
The figures reveal how great is the need 
for levelling out the traffic between 4.30- 
p.m. and 6.30 p.m. This is the aim of the 
staggering campaign, which would bring 
about a 40 per cent. improvement in even- 
ing travel conditions. 


MorNING PEAKS 

The morning peaks, though severe, are 
not so acute as the evening peaks. During 
the worst morning quarter-hour, 8.45 a.m.- 
9.0 a.m., there are only about 62,000 
travellers, compared with 77,500 between 
5.30 p.m. and 5.45 p.m. In the succeed- 
ing quarter, 9.0 a.m.-9.15 a.m., the figures 
are substantially the same, and from 9.15 
a.m.-9.30 a.m. only slightly less. Be- 
tween 8.30 a.m. and 8.45 a.m., however, 
there are only just over 35,000 travellers. 
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Staggering the evening peak through re- 
timing working hours by as little as a 
quarter of an hour automatically will help 
the morning peak as well. 

The figures demonstrate that the aver- 
age Central London worker starts work 
anywhere from 9.0 a.m. to 9.30 a.m., and 
finishes at 5.30 p.m., after a day of 8 or 
8} hr. Many firms are showing them- 
selves very “ stagger-minded” and would 
like to begin ietting off their staff in 
batches straight away. It is being empha- 
sised to them, however, that for one fac- 
tory or office to begin individual stagger- 
ing is likely to be more harmful than 
good. Changes in work times can be 
planned only on an all-London basis 
when the necessary data is assembled. 


British Railway Stockholders 


An advertisement has been published in 
the daily press in the following terms:— 
BRITISH RAILWAY STOCKHOLDERS 
A meeting of Railway Stockholders will 
be held at the May Fair Hotel, Berkeley 
Street, London, W.1, on Friday, Decem- 
ber 6, 1946, at 2.30 p.m., at which resolu- 
tions will be proposed demanding a public 
inquiry before nationalisation of inland 
transport, and in the unlikely event of its 
recommendation, fair compensation to all 
stockholders—fixed by an independent tri- 
bunal, not by the Trades Union Congress. 


Chairman: 
KENNETH SCOTT ADIE, 
L.N.E.R. Stockholders Association. 


Speakers: 

Sir JOHN S. P. MELLOor, Bart., M.P. 
SiR CHARLES STUART-WILLIAMS, M.A. 
S. W. ALEXANDER. 

AUSTIN E. KAVANAGH, F.C.A. 





Today, the railway assets have a value of 
PROTO MOAR asks icccisniccn £2,000 million 
The compensation proposed by the Gov- 
ernment to the Stockholders of the four 
main lines in 2} per cent. “ Dalton” 
Irredeemable Stock” is £908°4 million 
Loss to Stockholders ... £1,091-6 million 
Present minimum income of four Main- 
Line Stockholders ......... £41-1 million 

Maximum compensation income 

£22°5 million 
Annual Loss to Stockholders 
£18-6 million 

Standard Revenue Income—Railways Act, 
1921 (representing 4°7 per cent. on 
Co | ee nr £51°7 million 

Annual Loss to Stockholders 

£29-2 million 
Capitalised on 24 per cent. basis 
£1,168 million 

Government share of pool receipts 1941 

1945—dual Excess Profits Tax 
£200 million 

Repayments of E.P.T. to Railways ... NIL 
(20 per cent. is repaid to all other 
businesses) 

Arrears of Maintenance Trust Funds to 
be acquired by Government without 
consideration ............... £148 million 

Difference between present value of Rail- 
way Investments in Omnibus Under- 
takings and book value (ignored in 
Stock Exchange value of Railway 
Stocks, and proposed to be transferred 
to the Government without considera- 
ee aes eee £20 million 


“You will find that a Labour Govern- 
ment will give you proper compensation.” 
Mr. C. R. Attlee addressing British Rail- 
way Stockholders, 1937. 
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‘We have got a very good bargain, 
thank you, for the Bank of England, and 
what we have taken over is worth a great 
deal more than the price which has been 
paid. We have treated the Stockholders 
of the Bank of England on a more 
generous basis than it is likely we shall 
-_ any later cases.’ Mr. Hugh Dalton, 
1946. 


RAILWAY STOCKHOLDERS Go To It 


Issued by the Council of the L.N.E.R. 
Stockholders Association, 
108a, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. 
1, Chancery Lane, Manchester, 2. 

If you are unable to attend the meeting 
and wish to oppose the nationalisation of 
inland transport, either as investor, user or 
workman, please send stamped and ad- 
dressed envelope for form of petition. 


London Meeting of 
International Union of Railways 
Committee 


A meeting of the Special Committee for 
the Exchange of Information of the In- 
ternational Union of Railways, took place 
at the London offices of the Continental 
Traffic Managers’ Committee on Novem- 
ber 21 and 23. The committee was con- 
stituted at the meeting of the Board of 
Management of the Union last February, 
with a view to establishing a central ser- 
vice, available to all member-administra- 
tions of the union, for the purpose of ob- 
taining and supplying railway information 
by way 0% books, reports, films, etc. 

As a result of inquiries made during the 
summer, the present position in regard to 
existing domestic information services had 
been ascertained, and this information en- 
abled recommendations to be made for 
consideration at the Board of Management 
meeting on December 11. Great Britain, 
as Chairman Administration of the special 
committee, was represented by Mr. C. E. R. 
Sherrington, Secretary of the Railway Re- 
search Service: other delegations were 
from France, Czechoslovakia and Sweden. 

The delegates were the guests at an in- 
formal luncheon at the “Charing Cross 
Hotel on November 21, at which Mr. John 
Elliot, Deputy General Manager, South- 
ern Railway, and Chairman of the Manag- 
ing Committee of the Railway Research 
Service, presided. On November 22, the 
delegates took part in an excursion to 
Oxford, where, after a civic reception by 
the Mayor and Mayoress at the City Hall, 
a tour of the colleges was made. 


Copper Alloy Resistance 
Materials 


At a meeting of the Society of Engi- 
neers,on December 2, Dr. H. G. Taylor, 
M.L.E.E., F.Inst.P., read a paper on the 
subject of copper alloy _ resistance 
materials, and he commenced by drawing 
attention to the desirable characteristics 
of resistance materials in general, with 
special emphasis on the need for high 
resistivity and low temperature co-efficient. 

Of lesser significance, are the features 
that the corrosion resistance should be 
high, material should be ductile, its elec- 
trical characteristics uniform and perma- 
nent over a long period of time, and that 
it should be possible readily to weld and 
solder the material. For certain purposes, 
also, it is desirable that material should 
exhibit a low  thermo-electric E.M.E. 
against copper. 
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The most commonly used alloy is that 
containing 40/45 per cent. nickel and 
60/55 per cent, copper, generally known 
as Ferry or Eureka, although it is also 
sold under a number of other trade 
names. 

Its resistivity is approximately 50 
microhms/cm* and the temperature co- 
efficient is practically zero. Copper- 
nickel-manganese alloys of the Manganin 
type are used for instrument work and 
tor standard resistances. Similar proper- 
ties are exhibited by copper-nickel-alumi- 
nium alloys which have been introduced 
in recent years. 

The introduction of pure manganese in 
America has made it. possible to use 
straight copper-manganese alloys which 
are workable up to 98 per cent. man- 
ganese. hese have resistivities up to 
nearly 200 microhms/cm* and if special 
heat treatment is applied, values as high 
as 500/1,600 microhms/cm* can _ be 
obtained. Other alloys considered were 
nickel silvers, copper-silicon, and copper- 
nickel-chromium. 

Attention was drawn by Dr. Tayior to 
the care required to produce wire and strip 
to comply with British Standard Specifica- 
tions which deal with resistance alloys. 
The conversion of strip and wire into re- 
sistances and rheostats was illustrated by 
a number of slides showing typical British 
plant. 








The Central Line Extension Opening 
(Concluded from page 645) 


consolidate the embankment and was left 
in place after the new ground had covered 
it. Incidentally, Braithwaite was the first 
to use a steam pile-driver, imported from 
America, for building his staging, which in 
those days was considered to be a daring 
novelty. Twice in a century, then, those 
sinister Stratford marshes had been de- 
feated. 

They of the L.N.E.R. now awaited the 
next eXtension eastwards of the Central 
Line, which would bring the tube irains 
over L.N.E.R. tracks to Woodford and 
Loughton. Still more eagerly they looked 
forward to the completion of their own 
electrification scheme to Ilford and Shen- 
field, work upon which was resumed some 
months ago. 

It was perhaps unavoidable that, after 
six years of prodigious war effort, the first 
year of peace should be one of relaxation 
—even, it sometimes seemed, of apathy. 
The weary British giant was resting. There 
was a limit to human endurance, and who 
could deny that he had deserved his quiet 
spell? Soon we might be sure he would 
return refreshed to his labours and show 
the world once more that spirit which in 
1940 enabled Britain to “ save herself by 
her exertions and Europe by her example.” 

Public traffic began on December 4. It 
has been announced that future Central 
Line extensions will be opened as foliow: 
Wood Lane to Greenford, April, 1947; 
Stratford to Loughton and Hainault, via 
Woodford and Chigwell, September, 1947; 
Greenford to Ruislip, Spring, 1948. 


RESTORATION OF LETTERS PATENT.— 
Orders’ restoring the undermentioned 
Letters Patent were made on the dates 
specified : — 


October 3, 1946: No. 538,944, in respect 
of water purifying and softening apparatus 
(patentee: R. Adler). 

October 7, 1946: No. 544,768, in respect 
of pump installations (patentee : | ae 
Reavell). 
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Parliamentary Notes 


Transport Bill 

Mr. Alfred Barnes (Minister of Trans- 
port) presented to the House of Com- 
mons on November 27 the Transport Bill, 
and it was formally read the first time. 
The Bill is supported by Mr. Herbert 
Morrison (Lord President of the Council), 
Dr. Hugh Dalton (Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer), Sir Stafford Cripps (President 
of the Board of Trade), Sir Hartley Shaw- 
cross (Attorney-General) and Mr. G. R. 
Strauss (Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Transport), 

L.N.E.R. Order’ Confirmation Bill 

Mr. J. Westwood (Secretary of State for 
Scotland) presented to the House of 
Commons on November 27 the London & 
North Eastern Railway Order Confirma- 
tion Bill, and it was formally read the 


first time. The object of the Bill is to 
confirm a Provisional Order under the 
Private Legislation Procedure (Scotland) 


Act, 1936. 


Questions in Parliament 


South Eastern Railway, Reading, 

Annuities 

Sir John Mellor (Sutton Coldfield—C.) 
on November 25 asked the Minister of 
Transport if he would give an assurance 
that the South Eastern Railway, Reading, 
annuities of the Southern Railway would 
not be reduced or terminated by forth- 
coming legislation. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes (Minister of Trans- 
port) in a written answer stated: No. 
These securities are not quoted in the 
Stock Exchange Official Daily Lists on the 
dates mentioned in my recent announce- 
ment and the compensation for them will 
accordingly be determined, as I then in- 
dictated, by arbitration. 

Compensation to Railway Stockholders 

Sir Waldron Smithers (Orpington—C.) 
on November 26 asked the Minister of 
Transport (1) what was the amount of 
compensation to British railway stock- 
holders on a net revenue basis; and (2) 
whether, in view of the fact that the 
total annual charge at 24 per cent. on the 
compensation stock to be handed to rail- 
way shareholders was £25,480,000 and 
that the amount payable to the main-line 
companies and the L.P.T.B. under the 
1941 control agreement was £43,000,000, 
he would include in the forthcoming Bill 
provisions to compensate the stockholders 
for the loss of nearly half their income. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes stated in a written 
answer: I am unable to add to the state- 
ment which I made to the House last 
week as to the amount of compensation 
to railway stockholders. 

Sir Waldron Smithers on November 26 
also asked the Minister of Transport why 
His Majesty’s Government had adopted a 
different basis of compensation for the 
stockholders of British railways to that 
adopted for the coal industry and Cable 
& Wireless. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes, in a written answer, 
stated: I cannot agree that the circum- 
stances of the various undertakings to 
which Sir Waldron Smithers has drawn 
attention are identical, and for that 
reason the method of compensation is not 
the same. 


Ecclesiastical Commissioners and Railway 
Nationalisation 
Mr. A. Assheton (City of London—C.) 
on November 28 asked Mr. T. W. Burden, 
as representing the Ecclesiastical Commis- 
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sioners, what loss of income the Church 
Estates Commissioners estimated they 
would suffer if the nationalisation of the 
railways was carried out on the basis 
announced by the Minister of Transport, 
and how that would affect the income of 
the clergy. 

Mr. T. W. Burden 
Lab.), who is a Church Estates Commis- 
sioner, stated in a written answer: The 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners estimate that 
the loss to their common fund, if their 
holdings of railway and kindred securities 
are exchanged on the lines proposed for 
Government 24 per cent. Stock issued at 
par, will be about £105,800 a year. In 
addition the income from trust holdings 
will be reduced by £29,300 a year. As 
Queen Anne’s Bounty will also suffer 
losses estimated at £50,000 and £17,000 
per annum to their corporate fund and 
trust funds, respectively, the incomes of 
the clergy will be affected both in particu- 
lar cases to an aggregate of over £46,000 
per annum by the reduction of income 
from endowments coupled with the 
diminished ability of the Commissioners 
to compensate them, and generally by the 
reduction, aggregating nearly £156,000 a 
year, in the resources available for grants 
to raise the incomes of the clergy most in 
need of assistance. 


Railway Manpower and 40-Hour Week 

Sir Waldron Smithers (Orpington—C.) 
on November 27 asked the Minister of 
Transport if he would give an estimate of 
how many more men would be necessary 
on British railways under the operation of 
a 40-hour week. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes stated in a written 
answer: Any such estimate would neces- 
sarily be partial in its scope and purely 
hypothetical in its nature, and I do not 
think that it would be useful or desirable 
for me to attempt it. 


Repair of Rolling Stock 

Sir Waldron Smithers (Orpington C.) 
on November 27 asked the Minister of 
Transport how many engines, passenger 
coaches and goods wagons of British 
railways were at the latest available date 
awaiting repairs. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes, in a written answer, 
stated: Rolling stock under and awaiting 


(Sheffield, Park 


repair at November 2, 1946 (the latest 
available date) was as follows:— 

Locomotives, 3,726; passenger coaches, 
4,881; railway-owned wagons, 89,378; 
requisitioned privately-owned wagons, 
78,712. 


Railway Wagon Repairs 

Major H. R. Spence (Aberdeen & Kin- 
cardine Central—C.) on November 25 
asked the Minister of Transport what was 
the average monthly rate of repair of rail- 
way vehicles parked on the Ellon-Boddam 
line, Aberdeenshire; and the average 
monthly input of vehicles requiring re- 
pair for the year 1946. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes stated in a written 
answer: The Ellon-Boddam branch is used 
for storing wagons awaiting repair and 
is not a repairing centre. The informa- 
tion sought is not therefore available, but 
during the period October 18 to Novem- 
ber 23 the number of wagons standing 
on this branch has been reduced from 
4,189 to 2,754. 


Locomotive and Wagon Exports 

Sir Waldron Smithers (Orpington—C.) 
on November 26 asked the Minister of 
Supply how many railway goods wagons 
had been exported since January 1, 1946; 
and to which countries. 
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Mr. John Wilmot (Minister of Supply) 
in.a written answer, stated: Between Janu- 
ary 1 and October 31, 1946, the total 
number of railway goods wagons and 
trucks of all iypes exported was 14,279. 
The principal countries of destination 
were :— 

India, 7,978; South Africa, 1,738; British 
Malaya, 687; Turkey, 551; Denmark, 
409. 

Sir Waldron Smithers on November 26 
also asked the Minister of Supply if he 
was aware that, from January to Septem- 
ber, 1946, 710 locomotives of all types 
had been exported; and, in view of the 
necessity for industrial revival and the 
shortage of railway equipment in this 
country, if he would stov further 
exports. 

Mr. Wilmot stated in a written answer: 
The question how far it is necessary and 
practicable to divert capacity from manu- 
facture for export to manufacture and re- 
pairs for the home railways is at present 
being considered. 


Paddington Goods Station Dispute 

Colonel O. E. Crosthwaite-Eyre (New 
Forest & Christchurch—C.) on November 
25 asked the Minister of Transport what 
was the total tonnage of goods held up 
at Paddington Station by the go-slow 
movement of workers there; what in- 
formation he had received from the 
G.W.R.; and what action he proposed to 
take to ensure the continued orderly move- 
ment of goods from that station, par- 
ticularly as concerned foodstuffs and other 
perishable goods. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes in a written answer 
stated: On the evening of Thursday, 
November 21, 447 loaded wagons were 
on hand waiting to be cleared. Traffic 
generally is not being accepted for Pad- 
dington Goods Station except that food- 
stuffs and other perishable traffic is ac- 
cepted from traders by special arrange- 
ment in accordance with the ability of the 
railway company to handle it. I under- 
stand that the dispute at Paddington 
Goods Station arises primarily from the 
refusal of a section of the staff to adhere 
to the negotiating machinery and discip- 
linary procedure established by agreement 
between the railway companies and the 
railway trade unions. The men were ad- 
vised by the executive committee of their 
trade union to resume normal working to 
permit of negotiation with the railway 
company. 

This instruction was not obeyed and in 
consequence the executive committee of 
the union suspended from membership all 
of the members of the Paddington No. 2 
Branch. 

I am informed that discussions are pro- 
ceeding and in the circumstances I do not 
feel that intervention on my part at this 
stage would serve any useful purpose. 


Metropolitan Assented Stock 

Sir John Mellor (Sutton Coldfield—C.) 
on November 28 asked the Minister of 
Transport if the Government would 
assume liability for the guarantee by the 
main-line railway companies of interest 
on Metropolitan Assented Stock. 

Mr. Alfred Barnes, in a_ written 
answer, stated: As I have previously ex- 
plained to Sir John Mellor, this stock is 
not a security which is being acquired, 
and no question of a Government guar- 
antee arises. But as Sir John Mellor will 
see from the terms of the Bill, the lia- 
bility of the main-line companies in rela- 
tion to it will be transferred to the British 
Transport Commission. 
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Notes and News 


British Railway Stockholders’ Union.— 
The Fourteenth Ordinary General Meet- 
ing of the British Railway Stockholders’ 
Union Limited will be held at the Caxton 
Hall, Westminster, S.W.1, on December 
13, at 11.30 a.m. 


Extension of Cheap Fares, L.N.E.R.— 
As from December 3, the L.N.E.R. has 
issued first and third class cheap day re- 
turn fares on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 80 large centres to all 
those stations previously booking to such 
centres, subject to first class accommoda- 
tion being available. 

L.N.E.R. Debenture Stock Balances.— 
Balances will be struck on Wednesday, 
December 11, of L.N.E.R. 3 per cent. 
and 4 per cent. debenture stocks and 4} 
per cent. sinking fund debenture stock in 
connection with interest payments for the 
half-year ending December 31. See 
Official Notices on page 651. 


Senior and Junior Assistants Required. 
—Senior and junior assistants are required 
by a main-line railway company for work 
in London. Candidates must be experi- 
enced in design and able to undertake sur- 
veys and the preparation of detailed work 
ing drawings. See Official Notices on 
page 651. 


Wellington Grey & Bruce Railway 
Company.—The estimated earnings of the 
Wellington Grey & Bruce Railway Com- 
pany for the six months to December 31 
next, applicable to meet outstanding in- 
terest on the 7 per cent. bonds of the com- 
pany, have been announced by the Cana- 
dian National Railway Company. See 
Official Notices on page 651. 

Southern Railway Debentures Interest. 
—The directors of the Southern Railway 
- announce that December 10 has been fixed 
as the date for striking balances for in- 
terest on the debentures stocks of the com- 
pany for the half-year ending December 
31. Interest will be paid on January 1, 
1947, to holders of the stocks whose names 
are registered in the books of the company 
at the close of business on December 11. 

Engineers’ Agreement of Five-Day 
Week.—As a result of an agreement 
reached on November 26 between repre- 
sentatives of the Engineering & Allied 
Employers’ National Federation and the 
National Engineering Joint Trades Move- 
ment, a five-day week of 44 hours will 
become general throughout the engineer- 
ing industry in the New Year. The former 
general level of hours worked in the engi- 
neering industry was 47. 


The World’s Oldest Railway.—On Wed- 
nesday next, December 11, Mr. Charles E. 
Lee is presenting a paper to the New- 
comen Society at a meeting to be held at 
the Institution of Cvil Engineers, London. 
It is entitled ‘““The World’s Oldest Rail- 
way,” and tells the story of 300 years of 
coal conveyance by railway to the Tyne 
staiths, with particular reference to the 
section of the Tanfield branch of the 
L.N.E.R. which has been in continuous 
use for this type of traffic since 1671 at 
least, and probably since 1632. 


Travel Association Poster Contest.—On 
Monday last, Lord Hacking, Chairman of 
the British Travel Association, announced 
that the Association and the Royal Society 
of Arts are organising a national poster 
competition, for which members of the 
Association are offering over £600 in 
prizes. The competition is being run in 


conjunction with the National Association 
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of Girls’ Clubs and Mixed Clubs and is 
open to the youth of Great Britain. Lord 
Hacking, speaking of the future, said that 
visitors to this country in 1947 would 
probably exceed 250,000, of whom some 
60,00 might be from the United States, and 
assuming that each visitor spent £100, this 
country would be better off by 
£25,000, 

Colonial Government Appointment.— 
An accountant is required by the Gold 
Coast Government Railway for two tours 
of 18 to 24 months with possible per- 
manency. Candidates, age 24 to 34 years, 
must hold book-keeping and final account- 
ing certificates. See Official Notices on 
page 651. 

District Mechanical Engineer Required. 
—A district mechanical engineer (work- 
shops) is required by the Iraqi State Rail- 
ways for three years in the first instance. 
Candidates, between 35 and 45 years of 
age, should be A.M.I.Mech.E. or hold a 
degree in engineering. See Official Notices 
on page 651. 


L.P.T.B. Application to Introduce Par- 
liamentary Bill—The London Passenger 
Transport Board has applied to Parlia- 
ment for leave to introduce a Bill in the 
present Session concerning the construc- 
tion of various works and certain other 
matters. A copy of the Bill may be in- 
spected, and copies may be obtained at 
a price not exceeding 5s. each, at the 
offices of the Solicitor to the Board, 55, 
Broadway, Westminster, S.W.1. 


L.N.E.R. Application for Act.—The 
London & North Eastern Railway Com- 
pany has made application to Parliament 
in the present session for an Act for the 
following purposes: deviation of the West 
Riding & Grimsby Railway between 
Thorpe and Barnby Dun; and abandon- 
ment of such portions of the railway as 
are thereby rendered unnecessary; con- 
struction of railway in the rural districts 
of Nidderdale and Easingwold; widening 
of the line betwen Alne and Sessay; ex- 
tension of time for the construction of 
railways at Finsbury Park; alterations to 
bridges and level crossings; and the ac- 
quisition of lands. For details, see Parlia- 
mentary and Official Notices, page 651. 


Report on L.M.S.R. Level Crossing 
Accident.—In his report on the accident 
at Balmuckety level crossing, near Kirrie- 
muir, on July 25, when a bus ran on to 
the line in front of a train, Colonel A. C. 
Trench finds that there can be no sugges- 
tion that the bus driver did not have 
sufficient warning to enable him to stop 
clear of the gates. No criticism can be 
made of the protective arrangements pro- 
vided by the railway company nor of the 
action taken by the staff. The circum- 
Stances which led to the bus driver losing 
control were investigated in a separate 
inquiry held under the Road Traffic Act, 
1930. In the report it is stated that from 
statements made by the driver it would 
appear that brake failure was the direct 
cause. Ten bus passengers were killed 
and 14 injured in the collision, which was 
reported in our August 2 issue. 


Southern Railway Application for Act 
of Parliament. —Application has_ been 
made to Parliament in the present Session 
by the Southern Railway Company for an 
Act for the following purposes: confirma- 
tion of the stopping up and diversion of 
portions of certain footpaths in Surrey 
and Kent, and confirmation of the pur- 
chase of lands already acquired in Devon; 
extension of time for the completion of 
certain harbour and railway works and 
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for the compulsory purchase of lands, 
required for widenings and other pu: 
poses; granting of power to provide and 
maintain hotels; certain amendments jo 
previous Southern Railway Acts; and 
granting of power to the East Kent Light 
Railway Company to retain, sell and dis- 
pose of lands. For details see Parliamen 
tary and Official Notices, page 651. 


L.M.S.R. Parliamentary Bill Applic:- 
tion.—Application has been made to 
Parliament in the present Session by the 
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PARLIAMENTARY AND OFFICIAL 


London and North Eastern Railway 
In Parliament . 
Session 1946-47. 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the London 
and North Eastern Railway Company have 
made application to Parliament in the present Ses- 
sion for leave to introduce a Bill under the above 
short title. 

A notice containing a concise summary of the 
purposes of the Bill has been or will be published 


in The Times newspaper of the 2nd and 9th 
December, 1946. ‘ 
And notice is hereby further given that on or 


20th day of November, 1946, plans and 
intended works and plans 
taken or used com- 
to such plans 
as follows 


before the 
sections relating to the 
of all lands which may be 
pulsorily with a book of reference 
were deposited for public inspection 


(that is to say):— ; : 
As regards works and lands in the County of 
Middlesex with the Clerk of the County Council 


of that county at his office at the Guildhall, West- 
minster, S.W.1; as regards works and lands in_the 
West Riding of the County of York with the Clerk 
of the County Council of that County at his office 
at Wakefield; as regards works and lands in_ the 
North Riding of the County of York with the Clerk 
of the County Council of that County at his office 
at Northallerton; as regards works and lands in 
the County Borough of Stockport with the Town 
Clerk of that borough at his office at Stockport; 
as regards lands in the County of Essex with the 
Clerk of the County Council of that County at his 
office at Chelmsford; and as regards lands in the 
County of Hertford with the Clerk of the County 
Council of that County at his office at Hertford. 

And that copies of so much of the said plans 
sections and book of reference as relates to each 
of the several areas hereinafter mentioned in or 
through which the said intended works are proposed 
to be made or lands are situate were on or before 
the said 20th day of November deposited for public 
inspection as follows (that is to say):— 

As relates to any non-county borough with the 
Town Clerk of such borough at his Office; as relates 
to any urban district or rural district with the Clerk 
of the district council of such district at his office; 
as relates to any parish having a parish council 
with the Clerk of such parish cguncil at his office 
or if he have no office at his residence; as relates 
to the parish of Overton with the Chairman of the 
parish meeting of such parish at his residence and 
as relates to the parish of Brafferton with the 
Reverend L. H. B. Staveley, The Vicarage, Braffer- 
ton, Helperby, Yorkshire. 

A copy of the Bill may be inspected and copies 
thereof obtained at a price not exceeding three 
shillings for each copy at the undermentioned 
offices, at the office of the Company’s Solicitor 
(Scotland), 23, Waterloo Place, Edinburgh, and at 
the Stationmaster’s office at the following railway 
stations of the Company, viz.:—Chelmsford, Potters 
Bar, Hertford East, Leicester Central, Rugby 
Central, Leeds (City) and Northallerton and at the 
Stationmaster’s office at the Reddish Railway Station 
of the Great Central and Midland Joint a 

Dated this 4th day of December, 

MILES BEEVOR, 
, Cowley Street, 
Westminster, 
Chief Legal Adviser. 
SHERWOOD & CO., 
St. Stephen's House, 
Victoria Embankment, 
Westminster, S.W.1. 
Parliamentary Agents. 


S.W.1. 
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Southern Railway 





In Parliament 
Session 1946-47. 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Southern 
Railway Company have made application to 
Parliament in the present Session for leave to intro- 
duce a Bill under the above short title. 
A Notice containing a concise summary of the 
purposes of the Bill has been or will be published 


in The Times newspaper of November 28 and 
December 5, 1946. 
A copy of che Bill may be inspected and copies 


thereof obtained at a price not exceeding one shilling 
for each copy at the undermentioned offices and at 
the Stationmaster’s Office at the following railway 
stations of the Company, viz., Maidstone West, 
Twickenham. Winchester, and Exeter Central. 
Dated this 4th day ef December, 1946. 
H. L. SMEDLEY, 
Waterloo Station, 
London, S.E.1. 
Solicitor. 
Suerwoop & Co., 
St. Stephens House, 
Victoria Embankment, 
Westminster, S. 
Parliamentary Agents. 


Crown Agents for the Colonies 





COLONIAL GOVERNMENT 
APPOINTMENTS 





A PPLICATIONS from qualified candidates are 
invited for the following post :— 

ACCOUNTANT required by the Gold Coast 
Government Railway for two tours of eighteen to 
twenty-four months with possible permanency. Salary 
£400, rising to £720 a year. Commencing salary 
according to qualifications, experience and war _ ser- 
vice. On salary of £400 a year there is a local allow- 
ance of £60 a_ year and for married men a sepa- 
ration allowance of between £84 and £204 a year, 
according to number of dependants. Outfit allow- 
ance £60. Free passages and quarters. Candidates, 
age 24 to 34 years, must hold book-keeping and 
final accounting certificates, be capable of taking 
charge of a section of a railway accounts office and 
instructing staff in new or amended simple account- 
ing procedure. Practical experience in railway 
accounts is preferred but not essential. Apply at 
once by letter, stating age, whether married or single, 
and full particulars of qualifications and experience, 
and mentioning this paper, to the Crown Agents for 
the Colonies, 4, Millbank, London, S.W.1, quoting 
M/N/ 16204 on both letter and envelope. 


REQUIRED by Main-Line Railway Company for 
work in Londo.: Assistants (Senior and Junior) 
experienced in design and able to undertake surveys 
end the preparation of detailed working drawings, 
calculations, estimates and_ specifications for all 
works in connection with bridges and _ structures. 
Engagement on a temporary basis at a salary of up 
to £10 10s. per week, plus War Advance (at present 
28s. per week), according to qualifications and ex- 
perience. Applications stating age, 
with copies of recent testimonials, to Box 39, The 
Railway Gazette, 33, Tothill Street, Westminster, 
London, S.W.1. 


experience, etc.,” 
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NOTICES 


London and North Eastern Railway 
Company 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, 
December 11, 1946, Balances will be Struck in 
respect of the 3 per cent. and 4 per cent. Debenture 
Stocks and 4} per cent. Sinking Fund Debenture 
Stock of the Company in connection with interest 
payments for the half-year ending December 31, 1946. 
Interest will be payable to the persons whose 
names are registered in the books of the Company 
on December 11, 1946. 
Ww. Joe. 
ecretary of the Com x 
Marylebone Station, . wi 
_ London, N.W.1. 
November 30, 1946. 





Conadion National ‘Rai lway Company 





WELLINGTON Grey & BRUCE RAILWAY COMPANY 
7 PER CENT. BONDS 





NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the estimated 
earnings of the Wellington Grey & Bruce Railway 
Company for the half-year ending December 31, 
1946, applicable to meet outstanding interest on the 
above Bonds redeemed up to and including January 
1, 1942, will admit of the payment of £6 13s. 3d. 
per £100 Bond, and that 
applied, as follows, viz.:—£2 Balance due 
for Coupon No. 139 due January 1, 1940; 
£3 10s.0d., Full payment of Coupon No. 140, due 
July 1, 1940; 13s. 3d. on account of Coupon No. 
141, due January 1, 1941; and will be made on and 
after January 1, 1947, at the offices of the Canadian 
National Railway Company, Orient House, 42-45, 
New Broad Street, London, E.C.2, England. 
The coupons must be left three clear days for 


ex«mination. 
A. H. CONEYBEARE, 
European Secretary and 


"a Payment will be 





Treasurer. 
London 
November 30, 1946. 
WANTED immediately, Junior Technical Assistant 
in Mechanical Engineering Office in London. 


Previous office experience and some knowledge of 
Machine Tools desirable. Salary according to quali- 
fications. Write giving age and experience to Box 
1428, c/o CHARLES BARKER & Sons LtTD., 31, Budge 
Row, London, E.C.4. 





De MECHANICAL ENGINEER (WORK- 

SHOPS) required by the Iraqi State Railways 
for 3 years in the first instance. Salary, Iraq 
Dinars 90 a month, plus high cost-of-living allow- 
ance I.D.24 a month (I.D.1 = £1). Free passages. 
The post is not pensionable, but there is a Provident 
Fund. Candidates, between 35 and 45 years of 
age, should be A.M.I.Mech.E. or hold a degree in 
engineering, have served a pupilage or apprentice- 
ship in the works of a British Railway or firm of 
locomotive builders and subsequently have had ex- 
Perience in the manufacture and repair of locomo- 
tives. A knowledg2 of diesel locomotives is desirable. 
Apply at once by letter, stating age, whether mar- 
tied or single, and full particulars of qualifications 
and expericnce, and mentioning this paper, to the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, 4, Millbank, 
London, S.W.1, quoting M/N/12840 on both letter 
and envelope. 








London Midland & Scottish Railway Com- 
pany for leave to bring in a Bill for the 
following purposes: Construction of rail- 
ways and other works at Nottingham and 
St. Helens; acquisition of lands; removal 
of a bridge over the River Nene in 
Northamptonshire; diversion of a foot- 
path by the Great Northern & London & 
North Western Joint Committee; repeal 
of part of the Manchester, Bolton & Bury 
Canal Act, 1831, and provisions in regard 
thereto; amendment of part of the Lon- 
don & North Western Railway Act, 
1900; and the re-enactment or extension 
of powers relating to holding, selling, dis- 
posal, and building on or over lands. For 
details see Parliamentary and Official 
Notices above. 


Christmas Trees Again on the L.N.E.R. 
—Arrangements are in hand for the erec- 
tion a few days before Christmas of the 
Christmas trees which for several years 
have brightened some of the principal 
L.N.E.R. provincial stations. York, Hull, 
Newcastle, Darlington, Harrogate, Scar- 
borough, Tynemouth, and South Shields 
all had trees last year, and, with Middles- 
brough, will have them this Christmas. In 


Scotland, Edinburgh (Waverley), Glasgow 
(Queen Street), Aberdeen Joint, and Dun- 
dee (Tay Bridge) Stations will be decor- 
ated similarly. Cash, parcels, and toys 
collected by means of these Christmas tree 
displays are handed over to hospitals and 
to other deserving causes. 

Southern Railway Motorcar Ferry 
Service—Between August 1 and October 
31 last, the Southern Railway motorcar 
ship Autocarrier conveyed 3,293 cars and 
9,750 passengers across the Channel from 
Folkestone and Boulogne. 

Extension of G.W.R. Freight Zoning 
Scheme.—New zones based on Newport, 
Plymouth, and Trowbridge were brought 
into operation in connection with the 
G.W.R. zonal scheme for miscellaneous 
traffic on December 1. Further extensions 
of the scheme will be made on January 1, 
embracing the Bristol and Slough areas, 
and Gloucester will be included shortly 
after. These six new zones, in conjunc- 
tion with the 11 already operating, will 
cover 7,830 square miles of territory, and 
traffic handled previously at 643 local 
stations will be concentrated at 69 main 
depots and sub-railheads. The principles 


of the G.W.R. zoning scheme were out- 
lined in our January 25 issue. 


Eastern Bengal Railway Company.—It 
has been notified that on September 30, 
1946, a total sum of £1,119,178 5s. 11d. 
was invested for the purpose of providing 
. ag; fund in respect of the annuities 
class “ B.” 


L.M.S.R. Derbyshire Contract.—The 
L.M.S.R. has placed a contract with a 
Mansfield firm for the reconstruction of a 
bridge carrying the Sheffield—Derby trunk 
road (A.61) over the main line at Unstone 
(Derbyshire), between Chesterfield and 
Sheffield. Work on the scheme will com- 
mence in January, 1947. 


Forthcoming Meetings 


ecember 10 (Tues.).—The Institution of 
Civil Engineers (South Wales & Mon- 
mouthshire Association), at the South 


Wales Institute of Engineers, Park 
Place, Cardiff. 6 p.m. “The Well- 
Point De-Watering System,” by 


Major R. G. Attwood, O.B.E. 





The Transport Bill, which has formed 
the main topic of discussion in the City, 
appears to be consolidating financial 
opinion against the “compensation ’ 
terms in view of the loss of income and 
inequalities involved. Any of the bases of 
other nationalisation schemes apparently 
would have provided railway stockholders 
with substantially higher compensation 
than that now proposed. The rate of in- 
terest on the proposed new British Trans- 
port Stock is still unannounced. 

If, as is expected, it is 24 per cent., the 
cost to the Treasury of interest on British 
Transport Stock to be issued to stock- 
holders of the four main-line railways and 
L.P.T.B. would be approximately £25} 
millions a year. This compares with the 
net annual rental of £43 millions payable 
to the companies under the existing agree- 
ment, and with net revenue earned by the 
companies of nearly £38 millions in 1937 
and £29 millions in 1938. Viewed from 
whatever angle, it would appear that the 
compensation terms are opportunist, be- 
ing based on the lowest possible level so 
that the financial results of nationalised 
transport may make a favourable showing. 
Granted adjustment in railway charges to 
compensate for increased costs, and co- 
operation with road transport on the lines 
of the “ square deal” which was proposed 
just before the war, there is little doubt 
that in the future the railways would be 
able to earn net revenue substantially in 


excess of £254 millions. Moreover, the 
terms of compensation abound with in- 
equalities as between one stock and 


another and there will be no appeal to an 
independent tribunal. 

Had they been on an equitable and fair 
basis, much of the opposition to the Gov- 


Traffic Table 


Rai!ways Miles Week 
open ended 
/ Antofagasta owe oon| 8 24.11.46 
Arg. N.E. sie = ws 753 23.11.46 
Bolivar ; 1s 174 Oct., 1946 
Brazil ... — 
B.A. Pacific... ai cost Bree 23.11.46 
B.A.G.S. ee - «.. 5,080 23.11.46 
B.A. Western... . ove] 1,924 23.11.46 
Cent. Argentine 3,700 23.11.46 
8 Do. 
< | Cent. Uruguay 970 23.11.46 
£ | Costa Rica ae | 262 =| Aug., 1946 
< Dorada a man are 70 Oct., 1946 
= EntreRios . oe ony 808 23.11.46 
5, G.W. of Brazil 1,030 23.11.46 
§ \ Inter. Cel. Amer. 794 Oct., 1946 
OU | La Guaira = 223 Oct., 1946 
o | Leopoldina ... nie | 1,918 23.11.46 
= | Mexican 483 31.5.46 
S | Midland Uruguay 319 = Oct., 1946 
&| Nitrate 382 30,11.46 
N.W. of Uruguay 113 Oct., 1946 
Paraguay Cent. sea 274 22.11.46 
Peru Corp. ... aes .. 1,059 Oct . 1946 
Salvador _ ome 100 | Avg., 1946 
San Paulo 1534 
Taltal ... ' sie = 156 Oct., 1946 
United of Havana... 4 1,301 23.11.46 
\ Uruguay Northern ... ons 73 Oct., 1946 
ud 
3 { Canadian National 23,482 | Oct., 1946 
© \ Canadian Pacific 17,037 21.11.46 
Vv 
i Light 202 Sept., 1946 
a. - / 204 Sept., 1946 
Egyptian Delta 607 31.10.46 
3} Manila ae . 
2 / Mid. of W. Australia... 277 ~—s Sept., 1946 
& ) Nigeria 4 ‘i 1,900 Sept., 1946 
>{ Rhodesia... ws 2,445 Sept., 1946 
South African . 13.323 2.11.46 
Victoria 4,774 May, 1946 
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Railway Stock Market 


ernment’s transport nationalisation plans 
would have been dispelled. There seems 
no obvious reason why railway stock- 
holders have been singled out for unfair 
treatment unless, as suggested above, the 
Government is looking to the future and 
has decided that it is preferable to face 
criticism on inadequate terms to railway 
stockholders if the compensation stock 
issued to them is moderate in amount; 
because it is hoped that keeping interest 
charges down to modest proportions can 
give the financial results of nationalised 
transport a better appearance than would 
otherwise be the case. 

There has again been a substantial turn- 
ever in home railway stocks. After pub- 
lication of the Transport Bill, prices im- 
proved, and junior stocks moved slightly 
above the “take-over” levels. The 
market at the outset was favourably im- 
pressed by the fact that the transfer to 
nationalisation will not be until January 
1, 1948. because this assumes a continu- 
ance of the fixed rental next year and that 
existing stocks will rank for dividend pay- 
ments for 1946 and 1947. The market be- 
gan to talk of the possibility of 
“bumper” dividends on the junior stocks 
and of a chance of the full 4 per cent. 
on L.N.E.R. second preference. Later, 
however, views were modified consider- 
ably a‘ter closer reading of the Transport 
Bul. the wording of which is exceedingly 
complicated and involved. 

It aprears that only net revenue earned 
in 1946 and 1947 can be distributed in 
dividends for these years. This appar- 
ently precludes drawing on contingency 
reserves and other funds for dividend 
payments as was the case in respect of 
1945, and consequently i. some cases this 





December 6, 1946 


may mean somewhat lower dividends for 
1946 and 1947. The position is very con 
plicated and apparently will be clarif 
only by question and answer in the Hous: ise 
of Commons, but meantime the Stock Fx 
change is being cautious. 

As a result of conflicting views of the 
dividend outlook, home rail junior stocks 
after improving slightly above the “tak: 
over * levels, later recorded fraction: 
declines. There was, however, no wa 
selling, and buyers later appeared on ai 
further easing of prices. Prior charges 
were higher on balance, reflecting co 
tinued institutional buying on the ground 
that, bearing in mind take-over levels and 
interest payments that wil fall due, cu 
rent prices can be regarded as offering 
means of acquiring gilt-edged stocks at a 
discount. 

Great Western, after rising to 59, eased 
to 583, and L.M.S.R. touched 304, before 
receding to 30, but was fractionally above 


the take-over price, as was L.N.E.R. 
second preference at 294. L.N.E.R. first 
preference, however, was 564, comparing 
with the take-over level of 584. Southern 


deferred at 24 was at the take-over price. 
but the preferred ordinary at 76 was 1: 
below the latter. Metropolitan Assented 
stock lost ground despite the news that the 
liability of the main-line railways in re- 
gard to this stock would pass to the British 
Transport Commission. London Trans- 
port stocks were out of favour, the *C’ 
being 643, comparing with the take-over 
price of 677%. 

Argentine and other foreign railway 
stocks have moved within narrow limits 
Canadian Pacific debenture and preference 
stocks remained in demand on yield con- 
siderations. 


and Stock Prices of Overseas and Foreign Railways 
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